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Tne merits and demerits of 
state religions are exciting an in- 
terest, and giving birth to dis- 
cussions, peculiar to the present 
age. There never was a period 
when sound principles and en- 
larged information on this sub- 
ject, in connexion with unanimity 
in opinion and procedure, were of 
more importance, than at the pre- 
‘sent crisis. However dissenters 
are agreed in their general views 
of the evils of the church “‘by law 
established,” they are not yet quite 
of one mind as to the method of 
achieving its severance from the 
state, nor as to what should be 
the practical results of such a 
measure, 

It is true, that their sentiments 
upon these matters are progressing ; 
and that indications are to be 
perceived of an unanimity des- 
tined, ultimately, to be arrayed 
against “the varied corruptions 
which assume the Christian name. 
Oneness of sentiment, so impor- 
tant to union in effort, is, perhaps, 
of easier attainment than has been 
imagined ; and a step will certainly 
be made towards it, in proportion 
as dissenters correctly inform 
themselves of what the church of 
England has been, and is, in all the 
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width and breadth thereof. In 
this way, harmonious conclusions 
and ulterior measures will be 
greatly facilitated. 

The following hints are sug- 
gested as a compress of the sub- 
ject, generally, in the hope that 
the reader will approve and am- 
plify. 

In the first place, attention is to 
be directed to the Christianity 
portrayed in the New Testament; 
in the effects which it produced up- 
on the heart and destiny of the 
believer ; and to the frame-work 
of those societies which, founded 
by men having the mind of Christ, 
had for their pure and simple ob- 
ject, the conversion of the sinner— 
the edification of the saint—and 
the general furtherance of the 
designs of mercy in the mainte- 
nance of the ordinances of public 
worship. From this mount, how- 
ever, a descent must speedily be 
made to the valley of humiliation ; 
there to contemplate the multi- 
farious evils so early wrought in 
the Christian system, through its 
alliance with the princes of this 
world. 

The pretensions of the state re- 
ligion of this country to being, or 
to ever haying been, otherwise 
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than Romish, or semi-Romish, are 
yet to be substantiated. ; 
Through a course of centuries, 
and until the reign of the eighth 
Henry, the church of England was 
confessedly a part and parcel of 
the Romish hierarchy; and it is 
obvious that a survey of the Ro- 
man Catholic history and institu- 
tions of this land, anterior to the 
reformation, will greatly elucidate 
the economy of our Protestant 
church establishment. Prepared, 
as are dissenters, duly to estimate 
the benefit effected by the refor- 
mation, it is for them, emphati- 
cally, to know and feel how par- 
tial that reformation was: arefor- 
mation which, in fact, consisted not 
so much in a restoration of re- 
ligion to its primitive glory and 
simplicity, as in a mere transfer 
of power, influence, and intrigue 
from the court of Rome, to the 
princes who had withdrawn from 
her allegiance; so that the recog- 
nized religion of the land, puri- 
fied, though it may have been, 
from the grosser corruptions of 
Romanism, is still tainted with 
much of its domineering and 
persecuting spirit, and clogged 
with much of its ceremonial, pre- 
senting to the observant eye the 
spectacle of a church, which, 
whilst, 2 word, renouncing its 
former communion, continues, in 
fact, strongly to resemble it. 
Turning from the consideration 
of what the church ‘“ by law 
established ” has been, its present 
condition demands special atten- 
tion, The integrity of the church, 
in all its evils, is contended for 
by some; by others, the reforma- 
tion of it is desired ; but, by the 
dissenter, the utility of its very 
existence, however modified, is 
more than questionable, Here, 
many points present themselves 
for investigation; such as, the 
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sphere of operation claimed by 
the church as peculiarly and ex- 
clusively its own; the jurisdic- 
tion, offices, and privileges of its 
clergy; the sources of its revenue ; 
the owners of its patronage, and 
the grounds upon which church 
favours are generally bestowed ; 
the functions of the church, civilas 
well as ecclesiastical; the appara- 
tusof the church for instructionand 
for the maintenance of its autho- 
rity; the power with which the 
church is clothed for judicial 
purposes; and the anti-christian 
character of the whole machinery 
of our hierarchy. 

Upon facts such as could be 
elicited upon all these points, 
there would be no diversity of 
opinion ; whilst a proper acquaint- 
ance with them would be a meet 
preparative for considering, in the 
light of divine truth, what the 
church ought to be. 

. It is of ‘importance, that dis- 
senters should be prepared to 
show wherefore they disapprove 
of the state religion of their 
country. The objections to be 
marshalled against it are many 
and cogent; but some of these, 
it is obvious, will be removed, on 
the rectification of what the ad- 
mirers of our ecclesiastical polity 
have been pleased to designate, 
‘admitted abuses ;"” whilst others 
of them, directed as they are to 
the very existence of a church 
establishment, as to the fountain 
whence the streamlets of evil pro- 
ceed, will be wxremovable so long 
as religion shall be a state appen- 
dage. The unequal distribution 
of the revenues of the English 
church—the misappropriation of 
a large part of it in the support and 
aggrandizement of the sinecurist 
—pluralities—non-residence—are 
evils which even many church- 
men see and deplore. But, great 
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as these evils are, they are small, 
when compared with some others; 
such as, the spiritual domination 
and political character of the 
church—the cringing of its minis- 
ters to place and power —its in- 
efficiency, as a professed institu- 
tion, for the instruction of a na- 
tion—the unconverted state of a 
majority of its clergy (seven- 
eighths of whom, it has been con- 
ceded, are strangers to vital god- 
liness)—its contrariety to the ge- 
nius of the Christian system— 
and the delusions which it has 
generated, and does continue to 
cherish. 

To the question, What ought 
the church of England to be? 
many, perhaps most, of your 
readers will be prepared quickly 
to respond: ‘‘Reduced to simple 
Episcopacy; and supported by 
those only, who approve of such a 
form of church polity.” The means 
of effecting such an end, and 
what, equitably, should be its 
practical results, are matters upon 
which dissenters should speedily 
arrive at uniform and sound con- 
clusions. As to the separation 
itself, mone, of course, but 
moral and constitutional means 
enter into the contemplation of 
the dissenter. It is his desire, as 
it will be his aim, that correct 
ideas of the nature of true re- 
ligion, and of the economy of a 
Christian church, should be ex- 
tensively diffused; so that our 
senators, and our countrymen 
generally, may, if possible, be 
brought to the conviction, that 
what they would fain uphold as 
the church is, in fact, an anti- 
christian system, the subversion 
of which, so far from affecting 
the foundation of the throne, or 
the interests of true piety, would 
establish the one, and greatly 
subserve the other. 
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The church of England is a 
creature of the state, and as such 
it must be dealt with by parlia- 
ment. The dissenters, it is true, 
are at present, as a body, far re- 
moved from political power; but 
that circumstance does not at all 
affect the merits of the case: and 
surely, it is not too much to hope, 
that they will be able, increas- 
ingly, to exercise an influence in 
the senate, at once beneficial and 
extensive ; indirectly, by their opi- 
nions and principles; and directly, 
as they confide their suffrages to 
men who shall be distinguished, 
not so much as exercising an 
ownership over many acres, as for 
intelligence and moral worth, and 
for such an attachment to the 
principles of civil and religious 
liberty, as can only be wrought 
out by a separation of the church 
from the state. 

Some persons appear to think, 
that the time for seeking, at the 
hands of parliament, the con- 
summation so devoutly to be 
wished, is not yet arrived ; be- 
cause such an attempt, if made 
at present, would prove a failure. 
An objection this, which may be 
carried so far, as to prevent the 
commencement of the work; but 
which, if not begun, cannot be 
completed. 

Perhaps, nothing would tend 
more to further the good cause, 
than a parliamentary discussion, 
annually, until the matter is set- 
tled ; arising out of an appropri- 
ate motion by a member or two, 
whose views and principles strictly 
coincide with those of the dissen- 
ters (if such could be found), and 
who, in all other respects, should 
be qualified to bring the matter 
before the house. That much 
preliminary work is to be done, 
cannot be doubted. The friends 
of the voluntary system have yet 
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to be of one mind; many dark 
minds are yet to be enlightened ; 
many prejudices are yet to be 
removed; and, in the breasts of 
no small part of the aristocracy 
of the land, true and holy princi- 
ples, if ever implanted, will be 
subjected to the strugglings of 
personal and family interests. 

The details consequent upon 
the divorce between church and 
state must, as a matter of course, 
be left to parliament ; but dissen- 
ters, if true to themselves, will 
not so leave the details, as not to 
consider, beforehand, m what 
they ought to consist. The dis- 
senters claim, that the church 
shall no longer be subject to, nor 
patronized by, nor dependant 
upon, the state; and these are 
the elements of the wished-for 
separation. 

The power and. property at 
present belonging to the church, 
and the provision to be made for 
vested interests, as they are called, 
should each become a subject of 
mature deliberation. 

The power with which our state 
church is armed, and which, even 
im its present state, is of a far 
more fearful magnitude than is ge- 
nerally supposed, would, through 
the severance of the church from 
the state, be in part destroyed, 
and in part transferred. The 
power which would .become a 
nullity is that which, at present, 
is exercised in the compulsatory 
support of religion, The power 
to be transferred (or rather, 
so much of it as shall not have 
been abrogated) is that which is, 
at present, confided to ecclesi- 
astical bodies in a judicial ca- 
pacity, and which must be handed 
over to jurisdictions already con- 
stituted, or to some new jurisdic- 
tions to be created for the pur- 
pose. 
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The property of the church of 
England is strictly appropriable 
to national purposes, and it 
will be for parliament to effect 
the requisite disposition of it. 
With regard to tithes, there are 
two opinions. One is, that, as they 
are altogether wnscriptural, they 
should be entirely abandoned. 
The other is, that, as they have so 
long been a charge upon the land, 
they should be continued, though 
under some other name, as a 
source of national revenue. Which 
opinion is the most worthy of ac- 
ceptance, will not depend upon 
the dictum of the writer. As re- 
spects other ecclesiastical pro- 
perty, it is clear that, for the 
church episcopal to retain the own- 
ership of any chapels, or houses, 
or lands, furnished by the nation, 
otherwise than as the friends of 
that form of church polity shall be- 
come the purchasers thereof, for a 
“valuable consideration,” would 
be imequitable towards the re- 
ligionists of other communions. 
What our different religious so- 
cieties require at the hands of the 
state is, not patronage, but pro- 
tection; not the power to domi- 
neer, but the liberty to be free. 

It is to be hoped, that the state 
will soon be able to dispense with 
the assistance of the church “b 
law established.” No part of the 
community will be more desirous 
than dissenters, that justice, and 
even benevolence,should be shown 
towards vested interests; that, 
for example, as a compensation 
for revenues hitherto realized in 
so objectionable a manner, a 
scale of life pensions should be 
prepared, graduated according to 
the ranks of the elergy, but, of 
course, so as to guard against the 
too great, and the too little, so 
apparent in the present distribu- 
tion of church revenue. As the 
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annuitants die off (whatever loss 
the country would sustain, in the 
removal of men distinguished for 
talent, piety, and learning, as 
sometimes would be the case), 
the nation’s expenditure, on this 
branch of disbursements, would 
gradually lessen, and ultimately 
cease, 

Happy would it be, could the 
admirers of our church polity see 
that the subversion of their fa- 
vourite system is to be identified 
with the purification of religion, 
and the increase of vital godliness. 
Corrupt as the Church of Eng- 
land is, there is, no doubt, much 
piety in it: and itis very pleasant 
to contemplate the period, when, 
disentangled from state trammels, 
the religious within its pale shall 
be united in Christian brother- 
hood by bands of their own ap- 
proval ; when episcopacy, where 
adopted, shall be invested with no 
power, nor be able to exercise any 
discipline, but what is moral ; 
when it shall hold no communion 
with professed unbelievers, nor 
seek any support but from volun- 
tary hearts; when, without be- 
coming obnoxious to pains and 
penalties, its clergy shall havethe 
liberty of accepting an _inter- 
change of pulpit services with 
ministers of other denominations ; 
when the Liturgy, for which we 
areso much indebted to Romanists 
of the ‘olden time,” may be 
abbreviated, modified, and chris- 
tianized, without the intervention 
of the three estates of the nation ; 
and when, turning from the pa- 
tronage of princes, ceasing to 
court smiles from the generals of 
our army, or the admirals of our 
navy, or from men who, however 
distinguished in this life, are ene- 
mies to God by wicked works, 
Episcopacy shall rest its merits 
upon the holiness of its ministers, 
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the purity of its communion, the 
piety of its members, and the 
efficiency of its services. 

That the rectification of a few 
of the more glaring defects of our 
church establishment should ope- 
rate as a consolidation of its po- 
litical power, would be a subject 
for lasting regret. Yet such, it 
is to be feared, is the chief aim of 
most church reformers. On this 
head, therefore, Dissenters have 
much occasion for watchfulness ; 
and it is important also that, 
whilst, as DissrnreErs, they seek 
the removal of practical griev- 
ances, they should never shrink 
from the exhibition of those prin- 
ciples which they hold as Curts- 
TIANS AND Citizens, and which, 
carried out to their full extent, 
will insure the triumph of the 
voluntary principle to the univer- 
sal abandonment of that which is 
compulsatory. 

Numerous as Dissenters may 
have become, the settlement of 
the momentous question pending 
between them and the state reli- 
gionists, should be urged as a 
matter of principle, rather than as 
the result of the exhibition of re- 
lative statistics. No doubt the 
statistics of Dissent would be in- 
teresting, perhaps useful, as show- 
ing among other things the num- 
bers who hold no fellowship with 
the Established Church; and 
what, ina pecuniary point of view, 
can be done by a people possess- 
ing, as a public partizan of the 
church has lately said, but one- 
fortieth part of the private pro- 
perty of the nation, Whatever 
may be the results of the statis- 
tics about which so much has 
been said, as showing whether 
Dissenters or the church have the 
most adherents, the Dissenters 
will neither take, nor, if they can 
help it, allow to be taken, any 
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to set up a state religion of any 
sort. The separation of Church 
~ and State should ever be held as 
a first, essential, unalterable prin- 
ciple. 

The reformation requisite in 
our ecclesiastical affairs is of a 
two-fold character—political and 
theological. 
contemplating the severance of the 
church from the state, and what 
ought to be the results of it, ALL 
classes of the community are in- 
terested, whether Churchmen or 
Dissenters. That which is theo- 


In the first of these, | 
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logical may be considered as re- 
lating simply to the economy of 
an episcopalian church,and should 
be left to those who approve of 
such a system: buteven upon such 
a reformation the Churchman is 
not yet prepared to enter, nor will 
he be, whilst the Church is a crea- 
ture of the State. 

If, in any measure, these re- 
marks should aid the interests of 
truth and piety, the writer will re- 
joice in that he has not altogether 
lived in vain, 

Portsea. 


R. 
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EXTRACT FROM JUSTINUS. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Sir, 

Every attempt to correct the 
common translation, to facilitate 
the interpretation, or corroborate 
the history, of the inspired vo- 
lume, should be hailed with cor- 
dial gratitude by all who wish 
well to the cause of truth and the 
advancement of vital godliness. 
In no way, I conceive, can the 
authenticity of the historical por- 
tions of Holy Writ be more firmly 
established, than by the concur- 
ring testimony of heathen writers, 
who, in the relation of historical 
facts, cannot be supposed to have 
any other motives than a sincere 
regard for the truth—to whom 
the contentions of the infidel and 
the Christian are alike unknown. 
I am very greatly mistaken if in 
the whole range of the Greek and 
Roman authors a passage can be 
found more strikingly coincident 
with the account given by the in- 
spired penmen, than the follow- 
ingsketch of the history of Joseph, 
by Justinus, lib. 36, cap. 2; 
which, with your kind permission, 


I will lay before your readers in 
an English dress, 

“ After the death of Damascus, 
Azelus, Adores, Abraham, and 
Israel, successively ascended the 
throne; but the propitious birth 
of ten sons rendered Israel more 
famous than any of his ancestors. 
Having divided his subjects into 
ten kingdoms, he bestowed them 
upon his sons, and called them 
all Jews, from the name of his 
son Judah, who, dying imme- 
diately after the distribution, or- 
dained that his memory be held 
in reverence by all, as his portion 
had been equally divided amongst 
his brethren. Joseph was the 
youngest of his brethren, of whose 
superior abilities they became 
jealous; and, having secretly ap- 
prehended him, they sold him to 
some foreign merchants, by whom 
he was carried down into Egypt, 
There, by his shrewd talents, he 
became thoroughly master of the 
magic arts, and in a very short 
time was highly prized by the 
king himself. He was deeply 
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skilled in the unravelling of pro- 
digies, and first proposed to man- 
kind the interpretation of dreams. 
Nothing of divine or human af- 
fairs seemed unknown to him. 
Nay, he even foresaw the dearth 
of the land many years previous 
to the event; and the whole land 
of Egypt had perished with fa- 
mine, had not the king by the ad- 
vice of Joseph issued forth a de- 
cree that the corn should be pre- 
served for several years. So nu- 
merous indeed were the proofs of 
his skill, that his answers seemed 
not to be received from man, but 
from God himself. Moses was 
his son, who, in addition to his 
father’s talents, possessed great 
beauty of person. The Jews 
having become infected with the 
scall and leprosy, the Egyptians, 
by the adyice of the oracle, drove 
them with all who were distem- 
pered from Egypt, lest they also 
should be affected with plague. 
Moses, becoming the leader of 
these exiles, clandestinely carried 
off the sacred things of the Egyp- 
tians, which, as they by force of 
arms were endeayouring to re- 
cover, were compelled by tempests 
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to return home. When Moses 
had regained the ancient country 
of Damascus, he seized Mount 
Sinai, where he had landed after 
being harassed with his people 
by a fast of seven days, through 
the desert of Arabia, and he con- 
secrated the seventh day, after 
the manner of the people, by a 
fast, which was ever afterwards 
called the Sabbath, because that 
day terminated their hunger and 
journey.” 

Such, Mr. Editor, is. the ac- 
count as related by Justinus; and 
surely the most superficial will 
immediately perceive that it bears 
strong marks of resemblance to 
the narrative in the sacred history, 
and evidently contains fragments 
of one original truth. I sincerely 
hope that, by thus bringing it 
more publicly to light, it may be 
instrumental in confirming the 
weak-minded, establishing the 
strong, and in putting a stop 
to the petulant cavils of the 
sceptic. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours-very truly, 
J. J. Dicxrnson. 
Accrington, 


ON THE SUPPRESSION OF ERROR. — 


Error has been the watchword 
of persecution in every crusade 
against the truth; error is the 
war-whoop of superstition in all 
ages: as terrific are its associ- 
ations as the cry of the sanguinary 
conqueror, or the ferocious yell of 
the savage of the desert, It was 
from the truth itself being hunted 
down as schism, that primitive 
Christians suffered. It was for the 
extinction of what Papists called 


heresy, that the engines of the in- 


quisition were inyented, and the 


Waldenses and Albigenses were 
massacred. Disgusted with the 
atrocities that have from time to 
time been perpetrated in the 
name of truth against the truth, 
we turn to the more pleasing fact, 
that in this our day, by the art of 
printing, and the instrumentality 
of education, knowledge is dif- 
fused, and an effectual barrier of 
protection is raised against the 
efforts of bigotry and intolerance, 
and the violence of priestcraft ; 
and we do now rejoice in prospect 
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of the gradual increase of religious | 


and civil liberty. 

Assuredly truth has at all times 
been sought by wise and good 
men with earnestness, and many 
have suffered for the truth’s sake ; 
yet we find, on looking back, that 
there were good men ignorant of 
the only legitimate mode of main- 
taining the truth, who themselves 
advocated measures for the exter- 
mination of error, which are 
wholly irreconcilable with sound 
reason and the word of God. Such 
mistaken but well-meaning men, 
in their love ofthe truth, which 
necessarily begat in them a de- 
testation of error, have not cor- 
rectly distinguished between the 
error and the individwal; their ha- 
tred towards the sin has therefore 
been directed towards the sinner, 
thus leading to those acts of per- 
secution in which we see they 
sometimes took a prominent part, 
but which*is ever to be deplored. 

It is, however, interesting to 
take a retrospective view of the 
state of opinion in earlier times, 
when in so doing we discover 
here and there an advocate of 
the great principles of religious 
dissent, for which our forefathers 
bled and died. Such men have 
always condemned every unlawful 
measure, employed in their day, 
for suppressing error ; and fearless- 
ly and publicly maintained, that 
none were justified but in the use 
of sound argument. An instance 
of this sort we have in the sermons 
of Timothy Armitage, pastor of a 
congregation in Norwich, some- 
time prior to the year 1756; 
who, after showing to the powers 
of the world the fallacy of their 
attempting, by persecution, to pre- 
vent the success of Christ’s truth, 
and the increase of his people, 
states and meets an objection on 
this subject, thus :— 
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“ Object. But you will say, 
‘God forbid any should suppress 
truth ! there is none goes about 
such a work, but only to suppress 
error: and you will not say that 
thatis persecution, but that it is 
rather zeal for God.’ 

«‘Answ. My brethren, to suppress 
error, ‘tis a good work, ’tis a 
blessed work ; but men must be 
careful to do it in God’s way. 
Error in judgment will a great 
deal sooner be suppressed by the 
sword of the Spirit, than by any 
sword of man. I tell you, God hath 
appointed a means for the sup- 
pressing of error, and men that 
stray in their judgments, and that 
is, to be convinced by the word of 
God; in matters of faith, men 
must be convinced by God’s word. 
Our weapons, saith Paul, are not 
carnal, but they are mightythrough 
God, to cast down strong holds, 
and sinful imaginations. Paul 
did not use carnal weapons to 
bring down sinful imaginations in 
the hearts of men; he had used 
those weapons before he was 
brought home to God. You know 
he went for power from the high- 
priests, to persecute all those who 
believed in Christ ; he went for au- 
thority to silence them, to sto 
their mouths; and all that he 
could do, because they pleaded 
error contrary to the law of Moses. 
But you do not read that Paul, 
after his conversion, did use such 
weapons; he does not call the help 
of men: no, says he, the Lord, he 
hath given us weapons; our wea- 
pons, they are not carnal, but spi- 
ritual ; and so they are mighty 
through God. Brethren, I am 
persuaded it glads the devil much 
when he sees men so violent 
against error, by drawing the 
sword against them; I say, it 
glads the devil to see men seek 
this way to suppress them ; not that 
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the devil hates error, or that 
he loves the truth, for he hates the 
truth, and loves error; but he 
knows God will hardly bless that 
way of men, when men shall neg- 
lect God's institution, and shall 
cleave to their own ways, and to 
their own inventions; God will 
hardly bless that way of men, 
when his own way is neglected. 

“* Besides, let men consider, that 
*tis possible, that while men go 
about to suppress error, they may 
suppress the truth for error; un- 
less you will say any man hath an 
infallible spirit, or that any com- 
pany of men hath an infallible 
spirit; if they have not an infallible 
spirit, then with what right can 
they force another’s judgment, 
another’s conscience? Men may, 
and do, many times suppress truth 
under the notion of error; we 
know, in the times of popery, that 
truth was persecuted that we now 
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see to be truth; our great truth, 
our main truth, of justification by 
the free grace of God, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ, without 
works, without merit; I say, how 
was this truth persecuted! and 
how did men seek to persecute 
this truth as error! Many things 
have been persecuted as error, 
which now we see to be truth; 
and why may it not be so now ? 
Does all truth come into the world 
at once? and may not we persecute 
that which afterwards may appear 
to be truth? Well, let it be an 
item to men, and let them not 
suppress the truth of Christ.” 

{ do not produce this as the only 
instance, but as a specimen of 
that correctness of sentiment on 
this subject which was entertain- 


-ed by some of the writers on di- 


vinity in the last century. 


Fakenham. 


TYNDALE AND COVERDALE’S BIBLE. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Tue services which were re- 
cently held in commemoration of 
the first translation of the whole 
Bible into English, have drawn 
pretty general attention to that 
period of our history, and will 
render a few remarks in your 
pages not at all unseasonable. 
An event more important could 
scarcely have been selected; and 
its commemoration would have 
excited none but pleasurable emo- 
tions in every breast, did it not 
bring to our recollections some 
circumstances which ought to 
cast a damp upon our exulta- 
tions; and should induce one 
party, at least, so far as they are 
the representatives of their pre- 
decessors in office, to mingle 


their rejoicings with feelings of 
humiliation and sorrow. Why 
was a revelation, which the Divine 
Spirit intended for the world, so 
long concealed from the public 
eye, and locked up from public 
use? Why were its precepts per- 
verted, by the hands in which it 
was deposited, to all purposes of 
selfish indulgence and ambition ? 
Why was such reluctance shown 
to its ultimate diffusion among 
the people, and such determined 
efforts made to strangle it as it 
came forth from the womb of its 
obscurity? Such inquiries may, 
perhaps, be considered ungraci- 
ous, since the men to whom they 
were in the first place and pre- 
eminently applicable, 5% long 
R 
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since rendered up their account 
to the Supreme tribunal; and, 
certainly, would be something 
worse than useless, did we not in 
our day find a race of men of the 
same spirit, discouraging every 
effort towards a wider diffusion of 
the truth of God, and ready to 
build the sepulchres of those who, 
in former ages, killed the pro- 
phets. 

Nor should I have been induced 
to occupy a page of your work, 
did I not consider it a debt due 
to our principles as Protestant 
dissenters, to correct the impres- 
sion so generally prevalent, that 
it was to the Church of England, 
as an establishment, that we are 
indebted for the first translation 
and the present wide diffusion of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

The name of CoverDALE, who, 
for a brief space in the reign of 
Edward VI., was promoted to the 
see of Exeter, has nearly eclipsed 
that of TynDaALE, to whom we are 
indebted for the first translation 
of the whole New Testament, 
the five books of Moses, Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, the four books of 
Kings, the two books of Parali- 
pomenon or Chronicles, Nehe- 
miah, and Jonah; and who was 
busily engaged in translating the 
whole Bible when he was betrayed 
and- apprehended ; and, after be- 
ing strangled, was publicly burnt 
to ashes, at the castle of Pilford, 
in 1536. Coverdale, though nomi- 
nally a prelate of the episcopal 
church, when in exile in the reign 
of Mary, constantly associated 
with the Puritans who left the 
kingdom in that bloody reign ; 
and when, on his return, Grindal 
gave him the living of St. Mag- 
nus, at the Bridge-foot, after ex- 
ercising his ministry for about 
two years, not coming up to the 
terms of conformity, he was dri- 
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ven from his flock, and obliged 
to relinquish his benefice.* 

* * # * «Though laden with old age 
and infirmities, he did not relinquish 
his beloved work. He still continued 
preaching as he found an opportunity, 
without the habits; and multitudes 
flocked to hear him. They used to 
send to his house on a Saturday, in- 
quiring where he was to preach on the 
following Sabbath, and were sure to 
follow him. This, however, giving 
offence to the ruling prelates, the good 
old man was, at length, obliged to tell 
his friends, that he durst not any more 
inform them of his preaching, through 
fear of offending his superiors. He, 
nevertheless, continued preaching as 
long as he was able; and died a most 
comfortable and happy death, January 
20, 1568, aged eighty-one years. He 
was a man of most exemplary piety, an 
indefatigable student, a great scholar, a 
celebrated preacher, a peaceable non- 
conformist, and much admired and fol- 
lowed by the Puritans ; but the Act of 
uniformity brought down his grey hairs 
with sorrow to the grave.” 


It is pleasing to award honour 
to whom honour is due, but 
not at all agreeable to strip lau- 
rels from the brows of others, 
who, we imagine, have no claim 
to wear them. The hand of an 
all-wise and overruling Provi- 
dence has, perhaps, in no event 
been so conspicuous, as in the cir- 
cumstances connected with the 
réformation from popery. That a 
monarch, who has been desig- 
nated the ‘ incarnation of all 
evil,” who, perhaps, was never 
virtuous but by mistake, or did 
good but to spite those who wished 
to do evil, should have been the 
chief instrument of its promotion 
in this country, is at once a proof 
and an illustration of the sove- 
reignty of Him by whom kings 
reign and princes decree justice. 
From whatever motive, it is cer- 
tain that Henry, after his separa- 
tion from Rome, made several 
attempts to have the Scriptures 


* Strype’s Parker, p. 149. 
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translated and diffused through 
the empire ; and his injunctions on 
this point stand out as relieving 
circumstances in his conduct, 
as bright spots in an hemisphere 
of darkness; though they afford 
but a sorry illustration of his 
general character. Hatt, the 
chronicler, tells this story :— 

“The king, in pursuance of his own 
settled judgment, that a great deal of 
good might come of people’s reading 
the New Testament with reverence, and 
following of it, commanded the bishops 
to call to them the best learned of the 
two universities, and to cause a new 
translation to be made ; that the people 
should not be ignorant in the law of 
God; but that, notwithstanding this in- 
junction of the king’s, the bishops did 
nothing at all to set forth a new transla- 
tion, which caused the people still to 
read and study that of Tyndale’s, by 
reason whereof many things came to 
light.” 

I suppose it was much the 
same in those days as it is in 
ours: if you want a thing done, 
set one active man about it; if 
not, employ twenty- seven bishops. 
It does not appear, that this call 
of the king was ever listened 
to: indeed, the clergy appear to 
have beema little more discerning 
than their master, and to have 
foreseen whereto this rage for 
Bible-reading would lead: they 
were rather of the old Vicar of 
Croydon’s opinion, who used to 
say, “We must root out printing, 
or printing will root out us.” The 
historian afterwards informs us, 
that the bishops were much more 
active in burning the old Bibles 
than in making new ones, 


‘¢ The order, that what copies of the 
English New Testament could be pro- 
cured should be burnt, was very rigor- 
ously observed. Stokesly, the newly-made 
bishop of London, caused as many as he 
could get of them to be brought this very 
month, with other of the condemned 
books, into Powle’s church-yard ; and 
there publicly burnt them.” 


The apology which the bishops 
gave for their conduct, in burning 
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Tyndale’s translation, was, that 
‘* those sons of iniquity had craft- 
ily translated the holy gospel of 
God into our vulgar English, and 
mixed with this translation some 
articles of heretical pravity, and 
opinions that are erroneous, per- 
nicious, pestilent, scandalous, and 
tending to seduce persons of sim- 
ple and unwary dispositions :”— 
and Sir Tuomas Morg, the inti- 
mate friend of Bishop Tonstall, 
said : 


«««That whoso called these books which 
were burnt New Testaments, gave them a 
wrong name, since they were rather 
Tyndal’s or Luther’s Testament, it being 
so corrupted and changed from the good 
and wholesome doctrine of Christ, to 
their own devilish heresies, as to be 
quite another thing.’ As a proof of 
this, Sir Thomas observed, ‘ that Tyndal 
had mistranslated three words of great 
weight, and they often repeated and 
rehearsed in the books; they were the 
words priests, church, and charitie. The 
first of these he never calls priests, but 
seniors ; the second he styles the con- 
gregation ; and the third he nameth love.’ 
Sir Thomas adds, ‘that Tyndal changed 
commonly the word grace into favour ; 
that he translated confession into know- 
ledgin ; penance into repentance ; and a con- 
trite heart into a troubled heart.’ ‘ By 
this means,’ he said, ‘Tyndal would, 
with his false translation, make the 
people believe that such articles of the 
faith as he laboured to destroy, and 
which were well proved by Scripture, 
were in Holy Scripture nothing spoken 
cf, but that the preachers have, all 
this fifteen hundred years, misrepre- 
sented the gospel, and Englished the 
Scripture wrong, to lead the people pur- 
posely out of the way.’” 


We here see the gist of the 
objections against Tyndale’s tran- 
slation: that a priest should be 
nothing more than a senior, or an 
elder, as he translated it in his 
corrected editions, and that the 
church was nothing more than a 
congregation, were sins of no ve- 
nial character; and, doubtless, 
they judged it would be much 
easier and safer to burn the Bibles 
which contained these ‘* pestilent 
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heresies,’’* than either to correct 
the error, or make a new transla- 
tion. 

Notwithstanding the odium that 
was attempted to be raised against 
this translation, by those who pre- 
ferred darkness to light, lest their 
deeds should be reproved, few 
important alterations were made 
in it, until the translation now in 
use, made in the reign of James. 
It was this work, with a few cor- 
rections by Rogers, who appears 
to have assumed the name of 
Matthewes, which .Cranmer_ pre- 
sented to Lord Cromwell, desir- 
ing his intercession to the king, 
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for the royal license, that it might 
be purchased and used by all. 
Dr, Geddes+ says respecting it, 
‘‘that few first translations will 
be found preferable to it. It 
is astonishing how little obsolete 
the language is, even at this day; 
and in point of perspicuity and 
noble simplicity, propriety of id- 
iom, and purity of style, no En- 
glish version has yet surpassed it.” 
If it was not to the superior 
clergy, as they are sometimes 
called, but to the nonconformists, 
that we are indebted for the trans- 
lation of the word of God into 
the vulgar tongue; neither are 


* That this was mere calumny, and to give the reader of the present day an idea 
of the value of the translation, considering the imperfect aids which were then at 
hand, we shall subjoin the third chapter of Matthew, as taken verbatim from the 
copy now in the library of the British Museum :— 


OGhe ELE Chapter. 
En those Vaves Shon the Waptyst came and preached in the wilvernes of Jury, 


Ssapnge: AmenVe poureselues, the kpngvome of Heuen is at honve. 


This ts he, of 


tohom it is spoken by p® prophet Esap, which saveth: Che voce of a cryer in y® 
fopldernes, prepare the Lordes ape, and make his pathes straight. 
his Hhon hay his garment of camels heer, and a Iethren qervell aboute his 


[ovnes. 


Hys meate was Iocustes and woplye honp. 


Then went out to Hom 


Jerusalem, and all Jurp, and all the reqion rounde aboute Gordan, and tere 
baptised of Him in Jordan, confessunge thetr spnnes. 

Now wien he same many of the Wharises and of p? Savuces come to Hys 
baptim, he sande unto them: pe generacton of bipers, ho has certifier pon, that 


pe shal escape p® bengeaunce to come : 


pennaunee. 
father. 
chpldren onto Abraham. 


Bewarre, hronge forth Due frutes of 


Thinke not now, to save in nour selues, we Haue Abraham to oure 
For XI save onto pou, that Grov is able of these stones to rapse up 
Euen now ts the axe put onto p® rote of the trees: 


therefore euerp tre Mhich bringeth not forth good frute, shal be Hetwen Downe anv 


cast into the fore. 


EE baptise you mth tater to repentaunce: 
mpghtier then J, whose shues JE am not worthy to beare. 


fith v® holy qoost and with fore: 


Qut he that cometh after me, is 
:Be shal baptise pou 


fohiclh hath also his fan in his hond, and mill 


pourge his Moore, and gadre the wheet {nto His garner, and will burne py? chafle 


mith unquencheable fpre. 


Then came Jesus from Gralile to Jordan, unts Ihon, to be haptisen of Hom. 


But Ihon forhave Hom, sannge: TE haue neVe to be baptysed of the : 


and commest 


thou to me: Hesus anshered and sand unto hom: Let it he so now. for thus it 


herommeth os to fulfpll all righteousnes. 
assone as he as haptised, came straight out of the tater. 


open ouer hym : 
Iyaht bpon Hom. 
heloued sonne, tv whonr is mv Velpte. 


Then he suffrey Hom. And Fesus 
Anv Io, heuen was 


and Shon sate the spirite of God vescende Ipke a Doue, and 
And lo, there came a vopee from Heuen sayng: Thys ys that my 


t Prospectus, p. 88, 
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we much in arrears to the same 
party, for any zeal discovered in 
its dissemination. Tyndale’s first 
edition was printed in Holland, 
and was imported into England 
as an article of merchandise. The 
bishop of London, to prevent 
its dispersion among the people, 
purchased allthe remaining copies 
of this edition, and all he could 
meet with in private hands, and 
committed them to the flames at 
St. Paul’s Cross. As the market 
was thus cleared, other editions 
speedily made their appearance, 
much to the bishop’s annoyance, 
who determined, if possible, to 
trace out this matter to its source. 
Accordingly, he employed a man 
who was in confinement on a 
charge of heresy, promising him 
his liberty if he would divulge 
how Tyndale was supported a- 
broad, and whence funds were 
obtained to print these En- 
glish Testaments. The man im- 
mediately replied: ‘‘it was the 
bishop of London who supported 
him, by buying up his copies, and 
remitting their value in money.” 
The bishop smiled, and gave the 
man his liberty; but quickly per- 
ceived he must take another tack. 
He, therefore, made it a public 
offence to import any such kind 
of wares; and ‘all those who 
were suspected of importing and 
concealing any of these books, 
were adjudged, by Sir Thomas 
More, to ride with their faces to 
the tails of their horses, with 
papers on their heads, and the 
New Testaments, and other books 
which they had dispersed, hung 
about their cloaks; and at the 
standard, in Cheapside, to throw 
them into a fire prepared for that 
purpose; and to be fined at the 
king’s pleasure.”* 

As soon as the papal power 

* Lewis’s History of the English 
Translations, p. 66. 
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was abolished in England, and 
the king’s supremacy settled by 
parliament, in 1534, Cranmer 
was very assiduous in promoting 
translations of the Holy Scrip- 
tures into the vulgar tongue; well 
knowing how much the progress 
of the Reformation depended upon 
this measure. Accordingly, he 
moved in convocation, that a pe- 
tition should be presented to the 
king, for leave to procure a new 
translation of the Bible. This 
motion was vigorously opposed 
by Gardiner, bishop of Winches- 
ter, and his party ; but Cranmer 
prevailed. The arguments for a 
new translation, urged by Cran- 
mer, and enforced by queen Anne 
Bullen, who had then great in- 
terest in the king’s affections, 
were so much considered by him, 
that, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion, public and private, on the 
part of Gardiner and his ad- 
herents, Henry gave orders for 
setting about it immediately. To 
prevent any revocation of the 
order, Cranmer, whose mind was 
intent on introducing a free use 
of the English Scriptures by faith- 
ful and able translators, proceeded 
without delay to divide an old 
English translation of the New 
Testament into nine or ten parts, 
which he caused to be transcribed 
into paper-books, and to be dis- 
tributed among the most learned 
bishops, and others; requiring 
that they would perfectly correct 
their respective portions, and re- 
turn them to him at a limited 
time. When the assigned day 
came, every man sent his appro- 
priate portion to Lambeth, ex- 
cept Stokesley, bishop of London. 
This laudable design of the areh- 
bishop, through the opposition he 
had to encounter, failed; but the 
business was executed by other 
persons, whom he countenanced 
and encouraged. 
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In April, 1539, Grafton and 
Whitchurch printed the Bible 
(called the ‘ Great Bible’) in large 
folio, ‘cum privilegio ad im- 
primendum solum.’ In this edi- 
tion Matthewes’sBible was revised, 
and several alterations and cor- 
rections were made in the trans- 
lation, especially in the book of 
Psalms. Johnson calls this third 
edition of the Scriptures the Bi- 
ble in the large or great volume, | 
ascribes it to the year 1539, and 
supposes it to be the same which 
Grafton obtained leave to print 


at Paris. He says, that Miles | 
Coverdale compared the transla- | 
tion with the Hebrew, mended it | 
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in many places, and was the chief 
director of the work. 

From the history of English 
translations during the reign of 
Henry VIII. we learn, that the 
friends to the Reformation con- 
ducted themselves with zeal and 
prudence in the great work of 
introducing and improving En- 
glish translations of the Bible; 
that they encountered many dif- 
ficulties from the dangerous in- 
constancy of a (lespotic prince, 
and from the inveterate prejudices 
of a strong Romish party; and 
that the English Scriptures were 
sought after and read with avidity 
by the bulk of the people. 
London. URBANE. 


EXTRACTS FROM CHRISTOPHER LOVE. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magasine. 


Having been much comforted | 
and encouraged in reading a vol. 
of sermons preached at Lawrance 
Jury, London, 181 years ago, by 
that holy and excellent man, Chris- 
topher Love, (at that time min- 
ister there), who was beheaded on 
Tower hill, Aug. 22, 1651, shortly 
after the death of Charles the First, 
{ have made a few extracts from 
one of these sermons, in the hope 
that such of your readers, who 
from the weakness of their faith 
may. frequently be left to walk in 
discouragement and fear, may be 
led to examine themselves, and 
take the comfort the following 
extracts have afforded me while 
reading them; andif their insertion 
should meet your approval, you 
will perhaps hear again from 

A Constant READER. 
Mile End Road. 

«* Because in him there is found 
some good thing towards the Lord 
God of Israel ;’ 1 Kings xiv. 13. 

Question—How may a man 
know, himself, that he is but of 
a little measure, and small begin- 
nings in grace? 


Answer lst. To be much in 
dependance on duties argues thou 
art but weak in grace. A young 
Christian is like a young carpenter, 


| he makes many chips, and hath 


many blows, but doth not make 
such smooth work as anexperienced 
carpenter who will make fewer 
chips, and, at fewer blows, better 
work. So young Christians, they 
are much in the use of duties, but 
they are apt to rely upon duties ; 
they think duties make them saints, 
and they are apt to make saviours 
of their duties. Young Christians 
are frequent in duties, affectionate 
in duties, but see not their failings 
in their duties, and so are apt to 
rest on their duties. As it is a 
sign of an apostate professor to 
cast off duties, so also it is a note 
of a young and weak Christian 
to rest too much upon his duties. 
Answer 2nd. A weak Christian 
is not clearly insighted into the 
close and spiritual failings which 
cleave to his performances. He 
doth see his gifts, and takes notice 
of his affections; but he doth not 
see the vanity of his mind, the 
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unsoundness of his ends, his carnal 
dependances upon his duties, his 
self-love, and vain glory; but in 
tract of time a grown Christian 
doth take notice of these things 
in himself, An experienced Chris- 
tian will take as much notice of 
his failings as his abilities in it; 
and though he discerns an en- 
largement of gifts and grace in 
himself at sometimes, yet he still 
discerns much spiritual pride, desire 
of popular applause, ostentation of 
gifts, too much forwardness in 
setting out his parts, which a 
weak Christian seldom perceives. 

Answer 3rd. To have a scru- 
pulous conscience about matters 
of indifferency argues a weak 
Christian ; for so the apostle calls 
them weak in the faith, Rom. xiv. 
1; such as did bind conscience 
when Scripture left it free. One 
believer thought he might eat any 
thing, and another doubted of the 
lawfulness of eating sundry things: 
now those that doubted, the apostle 
calls weak; and the weak con- 
science is apt to be defiled. 

Answer 4th. To be so intently 
set on the exercise of religion as 
to neglect our particular callings, 
is a sign we are weak in grace. 
It was a good saying of that 
famous man of God, Dr. Sibbs: 
«| like that Christian well, that 
will hear much and live much, 
that will pray much and work 
much.” In young converts, their 
affections are strong and stirring, 
and they think they can never 
hear enough, and many times do 
neglect the duties of their callings, 
which doth argue weakness and 
infirmity. 

Answer 5th. To have men’s 
persons in admiration, argues 
weakness in grace. Such were 
the Corinthians ; ] Cor. ui. 1, 4. 
The apostle calls them babes, 
children ; poor, low, carnal Chris- 
tians. Weak Christians, who have 
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but little knowledge, are apt to be 
taken with men’s persons. One 
cries, “‘ Lamof Paul; another, [am 
of Apollos;” and so fall into the sin 
condemned, of ‘‘ having the faith 
of Christ with respect of persons,” 
James ii. 1. To cry up one min- 
ister and to cry down another, to 
idolize some and to despise others, 
argues that thou art weak in faith. 

Answer 6th. To be easily seduced 
and led away into error, argues 
weakness of grace. Those the 
Apostle calls children, who are 
tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, 
Eph. iv. 11. The way not to fall 
from our stedfastness is to grow 
in grace. 

Answer 7th. Such as are only 
acquainted with the common 
principles of religion, without 
further search into the depths and 
mysteries of religion. There are 
some professors who may fitly be 
styled babes in Christ, because 
they have need of milk, being 
unskilful in the word of righteous- 
ness, that is, in the more solid 
doctrines of the gospel, concerning 
Christ who is our righteousness. 

Answer 8th. Weak Christians 
are strong in affection, and not 
in judgment; they have usually 
more heat than light. Young 
Christians are like young horses,— 
they have much mettle, but are 
not so fit fora journey, because 
they are not so thorough-paced. 

Answer 9th. A weak Christian 
is one that cannot bear reproof. 
Sharp weather will discover 
whether thou art weak or sound 
in body; so a sharp reproof will 
discover whether thou art of a 
weak spiritual temper and con- 
stitution, When Nathan came to 
Dayid, he could bear the reproof, 
though the prophet told him to 
his face, ‘¢ Thou art the man ;” but 
Asa, though a good man, could 
not endure the faithful reproof of 


460 


Poetry. 


the prophet, but was wroth with ; as to grow in grace, and not be 


the seer, and put him in the prison- 
house ; 2 Chron. xvi. 9, 10. 
Answer 10th. A weak believer 
is one that can trust God for his 
soul, but not for his body; so 
Jesus Christ argues, that those 
had little faith who did expect 
heaven and happiness from God 
their Father, and durst trust him 
with their souls and _ eternal 
concernments, and yet durst not 
trust him for food and raiment. 
There are those that dare trust God 
for heaven, and yet not trust him 
for earth. ‘“‘Q ye of little faith,” 
saith Christ, Matt. xvi. 8. 
Uses.—Be not discouraged, you 
that discern in yourselves but 
small measures of grace; look on 
your wants and imperfections so 
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/ content with any measure; but 


look not on the small beginnings 
of grace as discouragements to 
you. When you see ina field a 
great oak, you may say, This great 
oak was once a small acorn. 
These Christians, who are now but 
small sprigs, may hereafter be tall 
cedars. Say to thy soul, Though 
IT am but weak, yet I shall be 
strong. Grace, where it is true, 
will be growing. The smoking 


| flax may be a burning and a 


shining light in God’s candlestick ; 
and therefore, as you must not be 
content with the greatest measures 
of grace, so neither be discouraged 
with the least measure of grace; 
a grain of mustard-seed may grow 
into a great tree. 


POETRY. ‘ 


FAITH IN EXERCISE.—2 Cor. tv. 18. 
Now let my soul on faith’s bright wings arise, 
And view her bright inheritance above, 
: Her home beyond the skies ; 
Where all is purity, and peace, and love! 
And while I gaze on that unclouded light, 
- And listen to the sounds that echo there, 
I long to quit these dreary scenes of- night, 
And taste those raptures, and those glories share ! 
Thou, too, art there, my lov’d one!* and thy song 
Is sweetly blending with the harps above ; 
While, with the ransomed throng, 
Thou tell’st the wonders of Immanuel’s love! 
Oh, could I now behold thee as thou art, ¢ 
Arrayed in robes more bright than angels wear, 
And bearing in the heavenly choir thy part, 
My only wish would be—to join thee there! 


Eye hath not seen the glories of that land— 

Kar hath not heard its deep-toned notes of joy— 
Thought cannot understand 

The bliss that will erernrry employ ! 

But God hath promised it ! and faith is seen 

Reposing calmly on the sacred word, 

Piercing the darkest clouds that intervene, 

And waiting for the coming of the Lord ! 


Oh, may my soul, in faith’s sweet exercise, 
Grow more familiar with the joys above, 

Till I obtain the prize, 
Bestowed and purchased by unchanging love! 
And when my path below is strewed with cares— 
When clouds and darkness overspread my sky— 
Oh, may the light of faith dispel my fears, 


And point me to the better world on high ! 


Rie 


* Referring to a recent bereayement 
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Te 


1. Rhantism versus Baptism ; or Infant 
Sprinkling against Christian Immersion ; 
in which the Arguments for the former 
Practice are Examined and Confuied; and 
Scriptural Authority for the latter clearly 
exhibited. In the formof a Trial. By 
Seacome Exuison, authorof ‘A Let- 
ter to Joseph John Gurney, Esq.” 
8vo. pp. 620.—G. Wightman, 

2. Reflections on the Origin, Extent, Na- 
ture, and Effects of Infant Baptism. 
By Isatan Birt. 8vo. pp. 24.—G. 
Wightman. 

We class these two articles toge- 
ther solely because they relate to 
one and the same subject, viewing 
it, however, under different aspects, 
and not because there is any other 
affinity or ground of companion- 
ship between them. The former is 
the production of a layman—a gen- 
tleman of independent fortune, as 
indeed may be inferred from the 
price he has put upon his book, 
which, according to the average 
rate of books in the present day, 
should have been fourteen shillings 
instead of seven! The other (Mr. 
Birt’s) is no way controversial ; but, 
rather assuming that what he had 
formerly written against the bap- 
tism of infants, and which to the 
present day remains without an 
answer, may be allowed to stand, he 
submits at the bar of the public a 
few supplemental thoughts on what, 
without circumlocution, may be de- 
signated the evils arising from the 
continuance of this unauthorized 
rite among the disciples of Christ. 
In the present as in his former 
treatises on the subject of Baptism, 
Mr. B. maintains that ‘‘ babes are 
not included in the moral and spi- 
ritual administration of the Gos- 
pel;” but he bas not deemed it ne- 
cessary to repeat what, in con- 
nexion with this sentiment, he had 
explicitly stated in a former publi- 
cation, viz., that, 

“« As the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is the Father of mercies, 


and the God of all consolation, and as 
he has made ample provision for the sal- 
vation of the chief of sinners, we have 
the utmost confidence that, in his infi- 
nite kindness, all who die at this period 
of life are safe and blessed. -Respect- 
ing them we entertain the fullest per- 
suasion, ‘ that as sin has reigned unto 
death, even so grace reigns, through 
righteousness, unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’’** 

Our well-known sentiments on 
this controverted subject may pro- 
bably lead some of our readers to 
suspect us of partiality when we 
say that these few pages of Mr. 
Birt’s are very valuable, as con- 
taining his matured judgment, 
given at the close of a long and use- 
ful life, on a question which has 
been continually before bim—which 
has engaged many an anxious hour 
of thought—many prayersand tears, 
and (with the pious Dr. Watts, if 
report tells trne) many ardent 
wishes ‘‘that the church of God 
were for ever rid of this human in- 
vention.” Considering Mr. Birt’s 
pamphlet in this light, our friends 
will gladly add it to his other pieces 
on the same subject, and we hope, 
be grateful to him, as we ourselves 
are, for this fruit of his pen. 

Mr. Ellison’s book, which now 
claims our notice, we regard as the 
most elaborate performance on the 
Baptismal controversy that has ap- 
peared since the days of Abraham 
Booth (nomen venerabile ! ).+ 


* See a pamphlet published more than ten 
years ago, entitled, ‘‘ Adult Baptism, and the 
Salvation of all who die in Infancy main- 
tained: in Strictures on a Sermon, entitled, 
©The Right of Infants to Baptism, by the 
Rev. H. F. Burder, M.A.’ By Isaiah Birt.” 

+ There is abit of privave history connected 
with this publication, and of a quality much 
too choice to be permitted to sink into obli- 
vion; and without intending offence to any one, 
we shall beg to put our readers in possession 
of it, for their amusement at least, if not 
their edification. 

Know, then, gentle reader, that the volume 
being printed at Liverpool, near which place 
the author resides, the printer par allowed to 
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We shall merely say that our 
readers will find it to be a produc- 
tion very worthy of their attention 


—the fruit of close thinking, of 
much reading and research, of 


solid and conclusive reasoning, 


mingled occasionally with a vein.of 


pleasantry, but wholly exempt from 
illiberality, invective, or acrimony. 
Mr. Ellison has taken a compre- 
hensive survey of his whole sub- 
ject, in all its multifarious bearings, 
and he has handled it with the 
ability of a skilful advocate, and 
the manners of a gentleman and a 
Christian. The authors whom he 
has encountered present a phalanx 
of high authority, and, regarded 
merely in the light of authors, 


without reference to the subject of 


Baptism, would appal any ordi- 
nary mind, and deter most people 
from entering into competition with 
them ; but here they are found light 
as air, because “‘the law and the 
testimony” are against them. We 


put into the title-page whatever London 
bookseller’s name he chose; and being him- 
self in the trade, and having a correspondent 
in the city who was a vublisher of some con- 
siderable respectability, the name of the lat- 
ter was insertéd as a matter of course, with- 
ont ne or making him acquainted with 
the title of the book. Trifling, however, as 
this might at first sight appear, and at most 
a mere inadvertency, it turned out in the 
issue to be a very ‘‘ untoward event,” if not 
“a great mistake.” For lo! when the book 
got into the hands of the London publisher, 
the latter not happening to be classically 
educated, mistook the import of the very first 
word in the title, and unhappily confounding 
*‘Rhantism” with Rant, became not a little 
chaffed in spirit, as well he might, to think 
that an institution so highly venerated by his 
own church, as was infant sprinkling, should 
be held up to ridicule and designated ran¢/ 
The author accordingly was given to under- 
stand that the removal of his book to another 
house would be no way disagreeable, and that 
it was rather a matter of regret it should ever 
have been committed to the hands it had 
been! This occasioned its being transferred 
to the present publisher, with a new title- 
page. But this is not all. When the book 
was first published, an advertisement was 
prepared and tendered, in the proper quarter, 
for insertion in the wrapper of a popular 
journal under the supervision of certain Epis- 
copalians--and here again the same mistake 
occurred, and the advertisement was refused for 
similar reasons!! A little explanation, how- 
ever, has produced a proper understanding 
on the matter, and Mr. Ellison’s book is now 
fairly launched on the ocean of public opi- 
nion, where, having buffeted the storm which 
it was destined to encounter at its first leay- 
ing port, we trust it will be favoured with 
more auspicious gales, and ride in triumph, 
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present our readers with a cata- 
logue of their names: Dr. Adam 
Clarke, Mr. Burkitt, Dr. Mant, 
Mr. Thomas Scott, Dr. Dwight, Dr. 
Wardlaw, Mr. Greville Ewing, Mr. 
Micaiah Towgood, Mr. Richard 
Watson, and Dr. Stewart, of Liver- 
pool. The whole is conducted by 
way of trial, ina Court of Equity 
or Justice; and these various au- 
thors are subpeenied to give evi- 
dence on this controverted subject 
—their depositions being taken 
from their own published works, 
concerning which, therefore, there 
can be ‘‘no mistake.” It is then 
rigorously investigated by counsel, 
and submitted to the judge, who, 
to use a phrase of Lord Eldon’s, 
pronounces it ‘‘ ALL WRONG TOGE- 
THER.” 

In going through the volume, we 
had marked several paragraphs 
which we would gladly lay before 
our readers, but finding them to 
accumulate beyond all convenient 
bounds, we at once abandoned the 
design of introducing them into our 
columns,and shall content ourselves 
with the following sketch of Mr. 
Ellison’s personal history as fur- 
nished by his own pen. Thus he 
writes : 

“T was born in the year 1774, and 
having received a slender education, 
was, at an early age, sent to sea at my 
own request. The profession which I 
had chosen familiarized me with the 
vices to which seamen in particular are 
addicted. During the time that | fol- 
lowed this profession, I lived the most 
inconsiderate life imaginable. [This 
is succeeded by a truly appalling ac- 
count of the ship’s crew being attacked 
with the yellow fever, and of the au- 
thor himself being twice brought to the 
brink of the grave, yet, in this awful 
situation, he declares that thoughts of a 
future state never once entered his 
mind, The detail, however, we sup- 
press, in compassion to the feelings of 
our readers.] My health being restored, 
I obtained the command of a vessel, and 
after making a number of voyages to and 
from the West Indies, I was taken, onmy 
passage home, by a French privateer, 
made a prisoner of war, landed at 
Bourdeaux, and marched off to Verdun, 
a place renowned for its vices. There 
IT remained for four years and a half, 
until, seeing no prospect of an exchange 
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of prisoners, I determined if possible to 
effect my escape.” 


This Mr. E. accomplished in 

company with three others, though 
at the risk of their lives. They 
were, however, retaken and brought 
back! After a confinement of seven 
days in the round tower within the 
citadel, their hands and feet se- 
cured in irons, they were sent off 
to the strong fortress of Bitche. 
From this place they contrived to 
make a second escape, but were 
brought back and put in close con- 
finement, with a sentinel placed 
over them. After this a third at- 
tempt was made, and with better 
success—five of them evaded the 
vigilance of their pursuers, crossed 
the Rhine, marched through Baden, 
Wirtemberg, and Bavaria-—ob- 
tained passports at Saltzburg for 
Trieste, and after a fatiguing march 
of twenty-nine days, says our au- 
thor, : 
“« We obtained the cheering sight of 
the green sea. We all finally arrived 
safe at home, myself, after an absence 
of six yeats, with a heart if possible 
harder and more insensible than when 
T left it. 

‘‘After some time I went out to 
Buenos Ayres in a mercantile capacity, 
and succeeded to my wishes, having 
acquired the means of maintaining my- 
self without much bodily or mental Ia- 
bour, beyond which I had no wish. 
This was to have brought with it, in my 
estimation at that time, all the happi- 
ness I was capable of enjoying, and in- 
deed all that I was lookmg for. I was 
then drawing near to my fortieth year, 
without ever haying had one serious 
thought of the object of my being. My 
case in this respect is no uncommon 
one; at least so far as my experience 
enables me to judge. My companions 
were all, like myself, members of the 
Church of England: we had all been 
christened in our infancy, as we were 
informed, and by consequence made the 
members of Christ, the children of God, 
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven ; 
for so it is declared in the catechism 
taught by that church, which church is 
affirmed by many of her members to be 
‘framed after the pure and primitive 
tule of the apostles.’ How far the 
life that I had led will justify such doc- 
trines, I leave those to determine who 
teach them, and affirm that they are de- 
rived from the word of God. To me, 


: 4 


463 


however, they appear to tend to the de- 
struction of the souls of men, and are 
quite at variance with the Scriptures.” 
—pp. 593—5. e 


It is very gratifying to see that 
Mr. Ellison is duly sensible of the 
mercy of the Most High in opening 
his eyes, and delivering him from 
this delusion. He was brought 
under the ministry of the Gospel; 
and when, for the first time, serious 
reflections entered his mind, he 
awoke as from a dream—and we 
need not tell our readers at any 
length what followed. He ex- 
amined the Bible for himself, to 
know what the will of the Lord was, 
concerning him ; he was baptized 
ona public profession of his faith, 
received into the fellowship of a 
Christian church, and is now happy 
in the enjoyment of the divine fa- 
your. 

Without pledging ourselves to 
an approval of every sentiment 
contained in Mr. Ellison’s volume, 
we can heartily recommend it to 
the perusal of our readers. 


Hints on the Regulation of Christian 
Churches: to which are added, Remarks 
onthe Voluntary System. By the Rev. 
Cuarves Srover.—Jackson & Walford. 
pp. 208. 

We can never sufficiently admire 
the simplicity of the church of 
Christ. Men, converted by the 
grace of God, unite together for his 
worship, and for the diffusion of his 
truth in the world ; they come into 
that mutual relation which may best 
enable them towatch over one another 
in the Lord,and promote each other’s 
faith and joy. The ordinances given 
for their observance, all the precepts, 
doctrines, and hopes which Christi- 
anity brings before them, bear upon 
the great objects of their fellowship. 
Tn these objects there is nothing ar- 
tificial, nothing selfish ; the glory of 
God—the advancement of the know- 
ledge and virtue of his people—their 
progressive assimilation to the 
purity of the skies—and the conver- 
sion of the world; these are the ob- 
jects for which converted men are 
associated in Christian churches. 
Dependent upon Christ the head,the 
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whole body, fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual 
working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love. 
Had these views of the church of 
Christ universally prevailed, of how 
much carnal policy, secular rule, 
and meretricious ornament would it 
not have been relieved! Councils, 
provincial and general—sovereign 
pontiffs—lord bishops—royal legis- 
lators—every other pomp and cir- 
cumstance of earthly dominion 
would never have been thought of ; 
all would have been, as it ought, 
pure and spiritual as when first set 
up by him who emphatically de- 
clared, My kingdom is not of this 
world, and whose whole conduct 
was butan illustration and deyelop- 
ment of this important sentiment. 

Christians must attempt with all 
fidelity and courage to bring back 
the church to this condition; and 
especially Christian ministers must 
be foremost in this hallowed work. 
May God grant them abundant 
success ! 

We thank Mr. Stovel for the at- 
tempt he has made in the volume 
before us ; these ‘‘ hints” are the pro- 
duction of a sound and independent 
mind, guided in its inquiries by the 
written word alone, and evidently 
cherishing a deep and fervent piety. 
He very properly regards the church 
simply as ‘‘an association of con- 
verted men,” whose fellowship ‘‘re- 
lates to the exercises and interests of 
their souls, not their bodies ;” every 
member of it isa rational and vo- 
luntary agent; it is free, in matters 
of religion, from all human control, 
being subject to God alone. It has 
no ‘‘anthoritative nor compulsory 
power, but is the minister, the inter- 
preter, of the will of God, nothing 
more.” The objects of church 
union are clearly stated, in chap. 3, 
to be the cultivation of individual 
piety, the advancement of Christian 
fellowship, and the conversion of 
sinners; while the laws to which it 
is subjected are propounded with 
all faithfulness and simplicity. 

It is in the application, of these 


laws to particular duties, that the | afford it, but he must not‘wring the ma- 


author brings forward many of his 
most profound and useful observa- 
tions. Believers only are to be ad- 
mitted to the church ; those who are 
the subjects of repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; the offices in the church are 
to be discharged by those, and those 
exclusively, whom the suffrages of 
their brethren have elected for that 
purpose. The bishop, such as Paul 
describes, receives his appointment 
from the church, and deacons are 
his helpers. Mr. Stovel is above 
the vulgar error of making the offices 
of pastor and deacon dissimilar, one 
spiritual and the other temporal. 
Each involves peculiar and especial 
duties, but the one is designed for 
the assistance of the other; the bi- 
shop has to lead the ‘‘ advance upon 
the kingdom of darkness,” his care 
must be exercised over the whole 
church, but he is to be assisted by 
its other officers, in every thing re- 
quiring assistance. We apprehend 
that the description of the qualifi- 
cations of a deacon given in the 
New Testament, as well as the most 
ancient practice of the church, will 
entirely justify these views. The 
support to which pastors are entitled 
is placed on its legitimate basis, the 
law of gratitude, of divine precept, 
and of social compact; while in con- 
nexion with this subject, Mr. S. has 
pointed out several errors which 
Christian societies would do wellreli- 
giously to avoid. Members frequent 
ly neglect the obligation, falling upon 
themselves, to support their pastors; 
retrenchment, forced upon them by 
adverse events in trade, usually be- 
gins here; and,— 

«*Sometimes the case is even worse 
than this. In these days of generous 
exertion in the work of God, the credit 
of devotedness is of great importance. 
Hence, it is no uncommon thing to find 
the name of a church and its pastor, on 
the list of those who seek the charitable 
assistance of some public society, whilst 
the members of that very church are at 
the same time adyertised as subscribers 
to a much greater amount to some foreign 
object. Here it is plain that the defective 
support of the pastor was not the result 
of poverty, but neglect. A man who 
has a family may be generous if he can 
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terials for generosity out of the teeth 
of his hungry children, Members of a 
church who have a pastor should be ge- 
nerous to all; but before they are ge- 
nerous to others, they ought to remem- 
ber that God will require them to be 
just to him.” —pp. 52, 53. 


Mr. S. complains that not infre- 
quently the obligation is transferred 
by members of the church to those 
of the congregation; assistance is 
contentedly received from year to 
year from external sources; our 
funds for instance, where if the 
church did what it could, no such 
help would be needed. Here and 
there, a selfish aud worldly ambition 
diminishes or pollutes the resources 
of the church ; and these resources 
in a few instances (Mr. S. says in 
many, we would fain hope he is mis- 
taken) are administered without 
that delicacy and kindly feeling 
which should always distinguish the 
exercise of Christian generosity. 

“In A, the pastor was obliged to call 
at his deacon’s shop, and, asking fora re- 
mittance after it had long been due, to be 
told that he must call again; he return- 
ed to his distressed family, and called 
again in a day or two, when he obtained 
a part, with orders to call again for the 
rest. In B, C, D, the pastors are ob- 
liged to come to the counting-houses of 
their deacons, like other servants, to be 
paid before all, as though they had no 
more feeling than stones. In E,— 
But we will not quote more of 
this offensive detail. Mr. Stovel 
has traced his pictures with a fear- 
less and skilful hand; he denounces 
the injustice and cruelty often en- 
dured by pastors with becoming in- 
dignation, especially as inflicted on 
the ‘“‘very men who live for no other 
object than the comfort and improve- 
ment of their tormentors.” 

By the unthinking and the precipi- 
tate, all this will be held to furnish 
objections to the voluntary system. 
We are of a very different opinion; 
and we are glad to find Mr. Stovel, 
notwithstanding these indignant ad- 
missions, contending that this sys- 
tem furnishes the only means for 
keeping up the vitality, the purity, 
and the usefulness of the church 
of Christ. Great as may be the 
mischiefs of the voluntary system, 
as sometimes conducted, those of 
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the compulsory system are infinitely 
greater: besides, that one is scrip- 
tural and divine; the other, worldly 
and human. 

We should have been glad to oc- 
cupy a larger space in abstracting 
this very useful manual, but our li- 
mits forbid. Our readers, we trust 
will procure the work for themselves; 
and we can assure them’that, how- 
ever it might be improved in matters 
of arrangement and style, they will 
find it most amply repaying an at- 
tentive perusal. 


Israel ; or a Plain Scriptural Illustration 
of the Exodus from Egypt, and Passage 
through the Red Sea; including an Ac- 
count of the Ten Plagues of Egypt. In 
two Parts. To which are subjoined, 
by way of Appendix, Considerations 
on the Future Restoration of Israel. In 
two Parts. By Cuarisos. 

The notice of Israel, as a people, 
stands out in so prominent a light 
in the word of God, as actually to 
force itself on the attention of the 
Biblical student. 

It is the first national history the 
world ever possessed; and penned 
by a man of princely education, 
who was learned in all the wisdom 
of Egypt, and written, too, under 
the immediate inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, possessing’ the rare 
quality of infallibility. AII, there- 
fore, that was marvellous is, or 
ought to be, as readily credited as 
the most common events; and 
is to be ascribed to the God of 
Israel, who alone doeth marvellous 
things, and that without number. 
In this surprising history we are, as 
in the mundane account, presented 
with its rise and progress. 

We see the first man of this 
mighty people in the person of 
Jacob, who, with only his staff 
(probably his shepherd’s crook), 
passed over Jordan. And we are, 
likewise, shown the concatena- 
tion of circumstances and events 
that mark the progress of that peo- 
ple to an eminence unparalleled. It 
is, in fact, the only distinct people 
that the Great Ruler of empires 
has ever deigned to bring under the 
notice of an historic pen. 

That section of the history of 
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Israel fixed on by our author, ex- 
hibits them in their cruel bondage— 
in their deliverance—and in their 
final triumph over their determined 
and inveterate foes; in which an 
Almighty arm was signally dis- 
played on their behalf. Their de- 
liverance was under a symbol the 
most significant and evangelic ; and 
a triumph celebrated in songs of 
salvation, hymned by the militant 
church in every age, and which 
form a part of the sacred melodies 
of heaven. 

“< Charisos,” the fictitious name 
on the title-page, points us to the 
author, who has made a good use 
of these interesting and sublime 
narratives, in directing the youthful 
mind to a suitable improvement of 
the surprising events they have 
placed on record ; and particularly 
in marking the nature of sin, as cha- 
racterized in the conduct of Pha- 
raoh, and in the awful judgments 
which befell that rebellious, yacillat- 
ing, and contumacious monarch, 
and the devoted people of his do- 
minion. © . 

We are candidly and modestly 
informed, that the book is intended 
for the benefit of the rising genera- 
tion; while we confidently assert, 
that their seniors might rise from 
its perusal with no inconsiderable 
improvement. We confess that we 
were agreeably disappointed. The 
sketches are correct, which ‘portray 
the human mind under the alterna- 
tion of judgments and mercies ex- 
ercised on the king of Egypt; 
guards the divine economy from 
misconception, and justifies the 
ways of God to man; showing that, 
notin the divine decree, but in hu- 
man culpability, lies the procuring 
cause of misery and ruin; and in- 
geniously deduces, from the alle- 
gory of facts in the deliverance of 
Israel, the sovereignty of divine 
grace in the redemption effected by 
our Lord Jesus Christ for a ruined 
world. 

The Scriptural manner in which 
the question of the final restoration 
of the Jewish people is treated, 
disarms criticism any farther than a 
simple remark, that the predictions 
of this event, either symbolic or 
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declaratory, appear, im some in- 
stances at least, confounded with 
intimations and promises of deliver- 
ance from the Babylonian captivity. 
If erring, however, our author does 
it in good company. The volume, 
on the whole, is the result of great 
research ; and the notes especially, 
which are very copious, contain a 
fund of useful information, and 
will be read with peculiar interest. 
And as its diffident author assigns 
its perusal principally to the young, 
we deem it a suitable present to our 
children, for which we augur a 
grateful reception. 

Our limits will not allow of a tran- 
script from its pages; where, in 
fact, selection is difficult. We 
will, however, copy the ‘ adver- 
tisement,” where the liberality 
of the author is apparent; and 
which, we trust, will further the 
sale of the present, and encourage 
that of a future, edition :— 

“The design of the publication of 
this work (and which, otherwise, pro- 
bably had never seen the light) is, not 
to benefit the author, but to aid the 
‘cause at Addlestone, in raising some- 
thing towards the debt on the chapel- 
house in that village, which house is 
vested in trust, in connexion with the 
chapel ; a debt for which, though not 
his own, he was obliged to make himself 
responsible. To this publication he 
was advised, being assured that the 
religious public would encourage a 
work, the profits of which were to be so 
applied.” 

Several names of respectability 
are appended to this address, ex- 
pressive of their cordial approba- 
tion of the work. 


The Christian Keepsake, and Missionary 
Annual, Edited by the Rev. Wittiam 
Etus. pp. 202. Fisher, Son & Co. 
In endeavouring to give enlarged 

expression to our estimate of this 

distinguished annual, we might lay 
ourselves open to the suspicion of 
certain sectarian prepossessions ; 
and in attempting to avoid this, 
we may be in some danger of seem- 
ing to be iysensible to the beauties 
of this elegant volume. To put the 
latter, therefore, completely beyond 
the reach of dispute, we must be 
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permitted to say, that we are not 
aware of haying ever seen awork of 
this kind in which we have felt 
more interested, or that we have 
considered as more entitled to pub- 
lic patronage and Christian appro- 
bation. 

We cannot possibly enter into the 
respective or comparative merits of 
its sixty subjects; nor dilate on the 
delicate designs, superior style, and 
exquisite finish of its|seventeen engra- 
vings. We hope, however,that tosuch 
of our readers as can possess them- 
selves of it, it will prove a sufficient 
inducement if we observe, that the 
entire forms a volume by no means 
unworthy the illustrious PRINCESS 
to whom it is “‘ respectfully inscrib- 
ed.” One of its shortest poetical 
contributions is, 

‘* THE EVENING SACRIFICE. 
Calm is this hallowed hour! 
And sweet the sacred joy our spirits know, 


When we approach to that eternal Power, 
Before whose footstool thus we love to bow. 


Lowly we bend the knee 
Before that God whose arms the world uphold, 
His worship sacred, and his service free, 
His mercy boundless, and his love untold. 


Then, earth, how vain thy toys! 
How short and momentary all thy bliss! 
How frail ! how transient all thy boasted joys! 
How ee thy happiest hours compared with 
is ! 


Saviour of sinners, hear! 

Beam on our souls with thy divinest light ; 
Implant within our hearts thy holy fear, 
And guide our loitering, wandering footsteps 
right! T. A.”—p. 118. 


The Works of William Cowper, his Life 
and Letters, By William Hayley, Esq. 
Now first completed by the introduction 
¥ Cowper’s Private Correspondence. 

dited by the Rev. T.S. Grimsuawe, 
A.M. Rector of Burton, Northampton- 
shire, and Vicar of Bidenham, Bedford- 
shire, Author of the life of the Rev. 
Legh Richmond. Vol. 5, pp. 413. 
Our readers, no doubt, have been 
informed that this elegant edition of 

Cowper is now complete. Nothing 

that could render it attractive and 
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interesting has been omitted. It is 
in all respects what might’be desired ; 
and while the editorial -department 
is in the highest degree creditable 
to the talented and pious individual 
by whom it was undertaken, its em- 
bellishments and typography reflect 
honour upon those under whose di- 
rection they have been arranged 
and executed. 

The work, as now perfected, com- 
prehends the biography, epistolary 
correspondence, and poetry of this 
eminently distinguished author. As 
to the first, the perusal of the life 
of Cowper will always excite a 
deeply pensive interest in the bosom 
of the considerate reader. That 
an intellect so capable of elevated, 
vigorous, and sustained effort; a 
taste so correct and refined; and a 
piety so enlightened, and in harmony 
with evangelical truth, should be 
found in association with a physical 
temperament so peculiarly liable to 
disturbance, and so distressingly in- 
fiuencing the imagination, presents 
to the human mind one of those 
facts which much more obviously 
demands its devout submission than 
yields to the exercise of its closest 
investigation. 

To attempt a panegyric on the 
writings of Cowper, whether prose 
or poetry, must be emphatically a 
work of supererogation. Not ‘to 
read and admire both, can only be 
the condition of comparatively few ; 
and the appearance of this improved 
and beautiful edition will renew and 
enlarge the public attention to an 
author whose name will always be 
pronounced with an impressive re- 
collection of his exalted merits and 
his profound affliction; and whose 
pages will continue to be read and 
esteemed, as models of superior 
excellence, and as exhibiting strik- 
ing and faithful delineations of pure 
and undefiled religion. 


a 


BRIEF NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


The Child’s Help to Self-examination 
and Prayer. By Helen 8S. Herschell. 
Nesbit and Co.—This little book of piety 
is said to be the production of a Scotch 
lady, the wife of Mr, Herschell, of Lea, 


near South End ; who is of ‘‘ the house 
of Israel,” and has been employed for 
some time past in teaching schools un- 


der the patronage of Lady Olivia Spar- 
row. 
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Memoir of Jane Kenny, an Infant School 
Child. Fifth edition. 

Some Account of the Life of Anne; a 
Penitent Female. Third edition. 

The Life of a Thief ; related by herself. 
By the Author of the above. R. Groom- 
bridge, 6, Panyer Alley, Paternoster Row, 

These three tracts appear to have been 
prepared by a pious lady of Dublin, a 
member of the ‘Society of Friends.” 
To preserve the copy-right for charitable 
purposes, she has given her name Mary 
John Knott. Ail these tracts have been 
in great request; and some of them 
have been sold at an inferior price, 
which tended to defeat the object. 
‘¢ Were the writer to choose a subject 
for her pen, she should prefer employing 
it in portraying the loveliness of virtue, 
rather than the deformity of vice ; but 
‘when we have done our duty to our 
Maker, and our fellow-creatures, it will 
then be time enough to think of pleasing 
ourselyes.’”’ 


Rhymes for my Children. By a Mo- 
ther. Smith, Elder, and Co.—Simple 
flowing verses; conveying instruction 
to the opening mind, and designed to 
make ‘‘ a mother’s ”’ children what would 
delight the heart, and reward the toil, 
of ‘my children’s” mother. ‘ My son, 
if thy heart be wise, my heart shall re- 
joice, even mine!” 


Obituary. 


1. Thoughts on Religious Subjects. By 
the late Rev. Rowland Hill, A. M. 

2. Select Works of the Rev. John Mac- 
laurin. 

Both these are by the Committee of 
the Religious Tract Society, ‘‘ Milk 
for Babes,’ and ‘ Meat for Strong 
Men:” the former, by one of the most 
popular preachers, the latter, by one of 
the most profound theologians, that ever 
blessed and adorned this island. 

The British and Foreign Temperance 
Advocate, for the present month, contains 
some striking facts of the most cheering 
description, that will gladden the 
hearts of all who love that cause, which 
is slowly, but effectually, making its 
way through the world. 

The First Lent Lilies, a Tale for Chil- 
dren. Seeley.—A very interesting tale, 
well told. 

Remarks on the Rite of Confirmation. 
By J. Jones. Wightman.—Very serious 
and candid ; worthy of the attention of 
Churchmen and Dissenters. 

The Biblical Atlus, containing twenty- 
four Maps of Scripture Geography. Ha- 
milton, Adams, §& Co.—Whatever facili- 
tates the acquisition of Scripture know- 
ledge, demands encouragement. This 
Atlas sells at five shillings : great labour 
has been bestowed on the references, in 
small type, to the passage of Scripture 
where the name of the place occurs, 
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WILLIAM BOUSFIELD, ESQ. 


In the decease of our lamented friend, 
William Bousfield, Esq., of St. Mary- 
Axe, London, who expired 28th Sept. 
1835, the Christian world in general, 
and the Baptist denomination in par- 
ticular, have sustained a heayy loss. 

Mr. B. was a member of the Baptist 
church formerly worshipping at Carter 
Lane, Southwark, but more recently at 
New Park Street; he was baptizéd by 
Dr, Rippon, Jan , 1807, whose ministry 
he attended, with great profit and de- 
light, so long as that venerable servant 
was able to continue his public labours. 
The deceased was one of those in- 
dividuals whose happiness consisted in 
“doing good.” While his character 
was adorned with many Christian vir- 
tues, benevolence was, perhaps, the 
most prominent. It was enough to the 
subject of this memoir, that the claims 


of indigence or the appeals of religion 
were well sustained, to enlist his sympa- 
thy, and secure his aid. Connected with 
many benevolent institutions whose ob- 
ject was the relief of suffering humanity, 
nothing afforded him greater satisfaction 
than to impart the benefits thus placed 
within his power, It was indeed a fa- 
vourite maxim with him: ‘* Let us work 
while it is called to-day: the night 
cometh when no man can work.” But, 
while beneficent to his fellow-creatures 
in general, the church of God attracted 
his principal regard. 

To aid the operations of Christianity, 
whether at home or abroad, was his 
pleasure, (I had almost said his pride), 
And while attached to a particular section 
of the religious world, he had that en- 
larged and expansive charity which led 
him to embrace the church of Christ in 
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its vatious departments, and to be ready, 
on every proper occasion, to aid its in- 
terests without distinction of sect or 
name. 

To what extent his bounty was im- 

arted towards the support of religion 
in the rural districts, let those country 
ministers and friends testify, who had 
frequent occasion to appeal to his gene- 
rosity, and who seldom appealed in 
vain. 

To the poor of the church with which 
he was connected, he was a kind, though 
unostentatious, benefactor. 

As a Christian, his demeanour, both 
in the church, in the family, and in the 
world, was highly consistent. Long 
will he be remembered by the Cliristian 
society to which he belonged, for his 
early and punctual attendance upon di- 
vine worship—for his fervent and devout 
prayers—and more especially, for his 
kind and condescending familiarity with 
even the poorest members of the church. 
Nor would any thing be more consola- 
tory to the brethren, under the loss they 
have sustained, than to see his children 
animated by the same spirit, and rising 
up to occupy his place. 

a member of the church at New 
Park Street, he did not forget that, 
while foreign objects claimed his regard, 
he had weighty responsibilities at 
home, These obligations he met with a 
frank and liberal spirit; nor was he 
ever appealed to in vain, on behalf of 
that society with which he had enjoyed 
an endeared connexion eight and twenty 

ears. 

To his family and friends he will, in- 
deed, be an irreparable loss. How dis- 
creetly he counselled his numerous rela- 
tives, whenever they had occasion for 
his advice, will only be known as future 
emergencies shall remind them of the 
wisdom and experience which are en- 
tombed in his grave.- But what could 
exceed his tender concern for the spi- 
zitual interests ef his children? How 
frequently, to the writer of this memoir 
and others, has his heart overflowed 
upon this subject! and how frequently, 
at the throne of grace, both in public 
and in the family, did he plead with 
heaven on their behalf! Surely, the 
remembrance of these things will not 
recur to their minds in vain; but as 
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memory reverts to the sacred ocoa- 
sions when, as priest of the family, 
he presented them to God ; or when, as 
a tender parent, he urged upon them an 
attention to their eternal concerns; the 
thought of his tears, his counsels, and 


_his prayers, will rush with hallowed 


fragrance upon their hearts, and con- 
strain them to seek that Saviour whom 
he loved ! 

As a man of business, our departed 
friend was one of the few individuals 
who, mingling extensively with the 
world, escaped its contamination, The 
defilement almost inseparable from con- 
tact with society, attached, perhaps, as 
slightly to him as it well could do to 
one who was so deeply implicated in its 
concerns. The strictest honour and ve~ 
racity ever characterized his intercourse 
with the world; so that, amidst the en- 
snaring scenes through which, as a 
commercial man, he had to pass, “in- 
tegrity and uprightness preserved him,” 

In one word, in the character of our 
deceased friend, the Christian was so 
happily blended with the man of busi- 
ness, that there was a savour of religion 
in the whole of his conversation; and 
others were constrained to “ take know- 
ledge ” of him, that he “‘ had been with 
Jesus.” 

The remains of our estimable friend 
were deposited in the family grave, at 
Bunhill ,Fields, on Monday, Sth Oct.; 
when a numerous train of mourners 
were present, to mingle their tears with 
his dust. 

The Rey. Chas. Room, of New Park 
Street, addressed the friends and the 
spectators ; dwelling, principally, upon 
the language of the Canaanites, when 
they exclaimed, bebolding the imposing 
solemnities which attended the burial of 
the patriarch Jacob: ‘ This is a grievous 
mourning lo the Egyptians.” 

On the following Lord’s-day morning, 
Oct. 11th, Mr. Room improved the 
event, from 1 Cor. xv. 55—.57, to a 
numerous and attentive congregation, 
at New Park Street chapel; when a 
great number of the collateral branches 
of the family of the deceased were as- 
sembled, 

“Help, Lord; for the godly man 
ceaseth ; for the faithful fail from among 
the children of men,” 
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FOREIGN. 


CONTINENTAL SOCIETY. 


Extracts from a letter from Mr. J. Jen- 
KINS, 


“ Plouganon, 3rd Oct., 1835. 
“© As soon as I received your letter, 
authorizing me to have the tract on the 
New Testament printed, I went to the 
printer with a view to put it in the 
press immediately. You will, perhaps, 
be somewhat astonished when I tell 
you, that both the printers who are 
in Morloix refused to print it for me, 
because they are afraid it would be the 
means of turning the influence of the 
priests against them, so as to injure 
their trade. Thus you see that, for the 
present, I have no hopes of having 
tracts printed in this town. The nearest 
place where I can have tracts printed 
is Brest; but that town is forty miles 
from Morloix; and the expense of going 
and returning will be considerable. 


«‘ Last Monday, I began distributing_ 


Testaments; on that day I sold two. 
Tuesday, 29th, I sold one. Wednesday, 
30th, 1 sold three. A young woman, to 
whom I soldone, asked the loan of the 
five sous of the parson’s servant-girl. 
As might be expected, I bave found the 
people buried in great ignorance. I do 
not believe that one out of six can 
read, and those who can are yery poor 
readers. Where I find any who can 
read, I put before them the New Testa- 
ment as a book I have to offer for sale; 
and explain what it contains, and how 
valuable are its contents. They gene- 
rally give me a serious hearing, and re- 
mark, what fine things are init. I thus 
_ have an opportunity of reading to them 
such portions of it as I know they will 
understand and approve. Some ask if 
the mass is in it, I meet with many 
persons in years who know nothing 
about the Holy Scriptures. 

I have great hopes, that the last Tes- 
tament I sold will be read often to the 
family where I sold it. After I entered 
the house, where I offered it, one of the 
men took it to look over it. He presently 
said, that it was an excellent book—that 
it contained the history of our Saviour 
from beginning to end—that any one, 
who had that book, could make a sermon 
as well as any priest. ‘Wo never,” 


said he, ‘‘ hear any thing that is in this 
book, except a little now and then in 
church.” I was astonished to hear the 
man making such observations. I asked 
himif he would buy it. ‘I don’t know,” 
said he, **I am afraid that a book of that 
sort is very dear.” ‘* No,” said I, ‘‘it 
is sold for ten sous.” He went im- 
mediately for the money, and bought it, 
After buying it he said: “A lecture 
out of this book will be read here every 
night.” I had no more conversation 
with him, as he was obliged to go to his 
work.” 


Extracts from letters of M. Turzrrry- 


««Monchin, 4th Sept. 

“ August 23rd. Sunday. I remained 
all to-day at Baisieux, We had three 
services : a prayer-meeting in the morn- 
ing ; and preaching at ten a. m., and at 
three, p.m. Three young men, Catho- 
lics, were present in the morning. In 
the afternoon I had a new auditor, a 
young woman of this place, who reads 
the gospel, and is visited by some of our 
friends. She appears very well dis- 
posed, and had some conversation with 
me after the service.” 

“ 25th, This evening I held a prayer- 
meeting at brother D.’s. I trust God 
blessed us. The female in his family, 
who remained attached to the Romish 
church, has now abandoned it, and re- 
gularly attends our meetings with the 
rest of her family.” 


“‘Monchin, 2nd Oct., 1835. 

«Sept. 9th. I visited Baisieux, and 
visited a Catholic family (Michel D.), 
where I was well received; but I was 
pained at the difficulty I had to sustain 
a religious conversation with them. 
Their conduct reminded me of what 
Jesus said to Martha; for they broke off 
the conversation by something which 
indicated that their hearts were agitated 
and occupied by many things. I fear 
they are strongly aaocked to the world. 
They haye read the gospel for some 
time, and appear to comprehend the 
truth ; but it is another thing to receive 
it, and to believe in it with the heart. 
They know the errors of the Romish 
church, and suffer reproach for righte- 
ousness’ sake from their friends and 
neighbours, by whom they are treated 
as Protestants; though be still fre- 
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quent the Romish church. I warned 
them against suffering for righteousness’ 
sake, without being children of righte- 
eusness. The young woman of Bai- 
sleux, who heard me on the 23rd of last 
month, belongs to this family; and, I 
am happy to say, continues regularly 
to attend our meetings,” 


DOMESTIC, 


THE LONDON MATERNAL ASSOCIATION, 
Address. 

To exhort one another to love and to 
good works, is a very important Chris- 
tian duty ; and it is in this spirit the 
Committee of the London Maternal 
Association earnestly and affectionately 
entreat the co-operation of their beloved 
Christian sisters in extending these 

_ Societies throughout the British Empire. 
They hope that they shall themselves 
enjoy the reflected influence of the zeal 
they may enkindle, and that by mutual 
intercourse, sympathy, and prayer, 
mothers will be assisted and encouraged 
in the performance of their arduous and 
sacred duties. It is an increasing sense 
of the great responsibility of the mater- 
nal character, and a painful conviction 
of the inadequate performance of the 
high duties it involves, especially in 
relation to the eternal interests of their 
children, that induces them to adopt a 
measure already so evidently sanctioned 
by the divine blessing. 

Associations for various religious and 
benevolent purposes, either to concentrate 
the efforts, excite the zeal, or direct the 
attention of Christians in reference to 
important and neglected duties, are a 
striking feature of the Church in the 
present period. Maternal Associations 
are a new application of the same 
principle, and their usefulness in pro- 
moting the important object in view is 
not a matter of speculation; for in 
America, where they have long been in 
operation, as well as in a few Societies 
already established in our own country, 
the results are eminently adapted to 
encourage the formation of similar ones 
in every church. They are found to 
produce in the minds of mothers a 
deepened conviction of the importance 
of their sacred duties, to afford mutual 
encouragement and advice in the work 
of education, especially as it concerns 
the moral and religious training of their 
children ; and to call forth the powerful 
sympathies of united prayer, in pleading 
for that divine influence upon their 
efforts, without which nothing can be 
wise, good, or holy. 
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It has been objected, that such an 
engagement will withdraw mothers too 
much from their appropriate sphere of 
home ; but we ask in reply, Whether the 
short time required can be better employ- 
ed than in an association which, by ex- 
tending their knowledge, and exciting 
devotional feelings, will prepare them 
for the more efficient discharge of mater- 
nal duties? and whether this be not an 
object that will amply repay the oc- 
casional sacrifice of a social visit, to 
which so many hours are, without 
scruple, devoted? The first Maternal 
Association was established by the ex- 
cellent Mrs. Payson, the origin of which 
she herself relates, with much simplicity, 
as follows : 

‘A very dear friend of mine, who 
died about that time, had often lamented 
that, in our social prayer-meetings, 
children were so much neglected, I 
was privileged to meet with her occasion- 
ally, and spend an hour in prayer for 
our children ; but neither of us thought 
of a special meeting for them. After her 
death ,my husband often, in our secret 
prayers, appeared earnestly to desire 
that I might be made useful out of my 
little family, which then occupied almost 
all my time, and greatly exhausted my 
spirits. While holding my dear Caroline 
in my arms, and thinking of my deceased 
friend’s solicitude for her children, the 
entire plan of our association presented 
itself to my mind, like an agreeable 
yision, and { took my pencil and sketch- 
ed down the items, and showed them to 
my husband, who was highly gratified, 
and felt that prayer was answered. He 
thought it would be one great instrument 
in bringing on that glorious period when 
all shall know the Lord. ” 

These rational and pious hopes have 
been continually receiving fresh con- 
firmation ; as the following well authen- 
ticated and animating reports sufficiently 
attest. 

«The success of such associations is 
not doubtful. We can write of this 
system of Christian effort, itis a ‘ field 
which the Lord hath blessed ;’ sending 
forth already from its blossoms and its 
fruits, a sayour delightful. Many fathers 
and mothers are destined in the evening 
of Itfe, to rejoice in precious blessings 
to themselves and the world through this 
means. A mother writes us, ‘In the 
association of which I have been a mem- 
ber for nine years past, many children, 
from the age of five years and upwards, 
have been brought, as we hope, into the 
fold of the great Shepherd, In the 
course of a single year, this association, 
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though few in number, at that time 
indulged the hope that twenty of their 
little ones were born again.’ Another 
association records in its first report, 
“One of our little ones has died since 
the association was formed, leaving pre- 
cious evidence that its heart was renew- 
ed.’ Another says, ‘Three children 
have been taken from the association, all 
of whom give pleasing hope that their 
parents’ loss was to them unspeakable 
gain,’ Another reports ‘ thirty-four 
members and eighty-eight children, some 
of whom give pleasing evidence that 
they have passed from death unto life.’ 
Eight hopeful conversions have taken 
place among the children of a small 
Maternal Association at Jaffna, Ceylon, 
Every minister should carefully study 
the subject of maternal influence and 
responsibility,’ with; reference jto the 
plan of Maternal Associations,{ and 
preach upon it in a plain practical way, 
illustrating it by facts, so that every 
parent and child may understand it. Let 
him endeavour te bring all the mothers, 
of his charge, into associations for this 
purpose, in one general society, with 
district branches. Let every mother 
join it, young or old, with children 
around her, or established in the world, 
For if with her, she needs all the aid 
derived from the counsels of her sisters ; 
if they are grown up and are settled, 
she doubtless can communicate some 
results of her experience for the ceution, 
instruction, and encouragement of her 
friends, . Let no persuasions be un- 
employed where necessary, to induce a 
union, with such an association. Let 
every Christian husband and father en- 
courage his wife to enlist with her efforts 
in this object. Let all ministers and 
Christian parents feel that this is 
‘laying the foundation of many gene- 
rations.’ Let every child’s mind be in- 
formed and brought to be interested in 
this subject, and made to feel that many 
heartsand minds are devising, labouring, 
and praying for his good, and his pre- 
paration to serve Christ Jesus the 
Lord,””,* 

And can we make any stronger &ppeal 
than the above dolightful facts present 
to the mothers of our ownland to engage 
them in this new enterprise of maternal 
and Christian affection? an enterprise 
which requires little time, little self- 
denial 5 and is combined with the tender- 
est and holiest sympathies of the female 
heart? Will the pious, intelligent, and 


* From the ‘“ Addvess to Christian Pareuts 
of the Churches in Vermont ;”” by the Com- 
mittee of Convention, 
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experienced mother refuse to unite in 4 
measure by which she could communi- 
cate and extend the benefits now con- 
fined to her own family circle? Can 
the young, and ignorant, and inexperi- 
enced parent decline to receive those 
valuable instructions, which would assist 
her in training her offspring for useful- 
ness, happiness, andimmortality? Will 
the devoted mother, whose fervent sup- 
plications ascend every day to the throne 
of the Eternal, for the salvation of her 
own precious charge, refuse to call forth 
the zeal, and aid the prayers, of those 
who require to be stimulated to this im- 
portant duty? Is there one Christian 
mother who will draw back from an en+ 
gagement so consonant with all that is 
beautiful in feminine character, im- 
portant in the maternal relation, and 
conducive to the eternal welfare, not 
only of her own children, but of the 
whole human family? The influence of 
mothers in moulding the characters of 
their offspring, in a moral and religious 
point of view, has been long and 
universally acknowledged. It is thw 
mothers of the present generation who 
can control the selfish passions, and 
adorn and elevate the moral character, of 
the rising race ; and it is in their power, 
through the early inculcation of religious 
principles, accompanied by a. blessing 
from on high, to prepare the heart for 
the reception of divine truth, and thus 
form many living stones for the erection 
of that spiritual temple, whose “ top- 
stone shall be brought forth with shout- 
ings of, Grace, grace unto it!”? 


Testimonials. 

“Dr. Reep had established a Mater- 
nal Meeting in his church before he 
visited America, which continues in suc- 
cessful operation ; and since his return, 
he has uniformly given his testimony in 
favour of these Associations,” 

August 11, 1835. 


‘My opinion of Maternal Societies is 
confirmed by the advantages I have seen 
them produce. Ourinvaluable Secretary 
says, ‘Our Maternal Society has excited 
a great interest for each other’s children ; 
a greater watchfulness over ourselves, 
with regard to our conduct before our 
children, and in the mode of discipline 
we exercise towards them, The benefit 
we gain by each other’s experience in 
the training of children,—this often 
forms a subject of conversation when we 
meet: the stimulus we receive to prayer, 
not only for, but with our children; for 
if we feel prone to relax in this duty, the 
obligations of this Society become a 
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powerful check to us,’ Such are some 
of the benefits; but I believe the half 
has not been stated. 

Reading, Aug. 3, 1835. 


J. SHerman.” 


«A Maternal Association has now, 
for about a year and a half, existed in 
the church of Christ under my care ; and 
I find reason to regard with the highest 
satisfaction and complacency, both its 
principles and its operation. Few things, 
an my opinion, would afford more promise 
of extensive usefulness than the forma- 
tion of similar Associations in all the 
churches of the saints. 

Reading, July 25, 1835. 
J. H. Hrston.”’ 


‘The information that I received 
while in the United States, respecting 
the good that Maternal Associations had 
accomplished, encourages me to hope 
that in our own country similar Societies, 
if placed under prudent and judicious 
management, will be productive of much 
benefit both to parents and children. 
Convinced of this, we formed one in our 
Congregation the beginning of this year, 
which I believe has already done good. 
Durham, Aug.6, 1835. J. Maruzson.” 


Rules. 

I. That this Society be called the 
Lonpon Maternat ce msl and 
that one of its objects be, to promote the 
establishment of similar institutions 
throughout the kingdom. 

II. The officers of this Association 

shall be a Directress and two Secretaries, 
to be appointed annually. 
; Ill. It shall be the duty of the 
Directress to take a general supervision 
of the concerns of the Society. At each 
meeting she may appoint some one pre- 
sent to conduct the succeeding one, and 
the person so appointed will be expected 
to muke selections for reading, and to 
introduce such topics for conversation as 
shall best exemplify the duties of the 
Christian mother. 

IV. It shall be the duty of the 
Secretaries to conduct the correspon- 
dence, to register the names of the 
Members and their children, and to sup- 
ply each of the mothers with a list of 
the same, together with a copy of the 
Regulations, They shall likewise keep a 
record of the proceedings of each meet- 
ing,and, as far as may be convenient, of 
the topic discussed. This record shall 
be read at the commencement of the next 
iIneeting. _ 

V. This Association shall meet on 
the Friday previous to the first Sabbath 
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of every month, at --———- —__ 
at 11 0’clock in the forenoon. The time 
for each meeting not to exceed one hour 
and a half, which shall be exclusively 
devoted to the object of the Association. 
Each meeting shall be opened by prayer, 
and reading a portion of Scripture. All 
business relating to other Associations to 
be transacted from half-past ten to eleven, 
at which time all Members who can 
make it convenient are invited to attend. 

VI. It shall be the duty of every 
Member to qualify herself by reading, 
prayer, and self-discipline, for the faith- 
ful discharge of the ardtous duties of a 
Christian mother; and she shall be 
invited to give with freedom such 
hints upon the various subjects brought 
before the Association, as her own ob- 
servation and experience may suggest. 

VII. It shall be the duty of each 
member to pray for her children daily, 
and with them as often as circumstances 
may permit, and conscientiously to re- 
strain them from such courses as would 
naturally lead to vanity, bride, and 
worldly-mindedness. 

VIII. Once in three months, viz., 
March, June, September, and December, 
the Members shall be allowed to bring 
their children to the place of Meeting, 
and with this view the assistance of 
suitable Ministers shall be occasionally 
invited, who shall be considered Mem- 
bers of the Association. The exercises 
of these Quarterly Meetings shall be 
such as may seem best calculated to in- 
stract the minds and interest the feelings 
of the children, 

IX. When any Mother is removed by 
death, it shall be the duty of the Asso- 
ciation to regard with peculiar interest 
the spiritual welfare of her Children, 
and to evince this interest by a continu- 
ed remembrance of them in their 
prayers, and by such tokens of sympathy 
and kindness as their circumstances may 
require, 


Recommendations. 

1, Thatthe Mothers in this Association 
observe the Birth-day of each of their 
Children, in such a manner as to keep 
their spiritual interests especially in 
view. 

2 That domestics in their respective 
families, be affectionately remembered 
in the prayers of the Association. 

3. That Ladies from the country be 
at liberty to attend the meetings of the 
Association. 

Mrs. Reep, 
Mrs, Cox, 
Mrs, Canty, 

All communications to be addressed 

to Mrs. Carey, Grove, Camberwell. 


Directress. 


i Secretaries. 


ATA 


BAPTIST BUILDING FUND. 


To the Pustors and Deacons of the Bap- 
tist Churches throughout England and 
Wales, 


Dear Brethren, 

The Committee of the Baptist Build- 
ing Fund, having been instructed by the 
last annual meeting of the subscribers, 
to endeavour to mature their plans for 
increasing the efficiency and extending 
the operations of the Society, have de- 
voted much time and attention to that 
object. 

Considering that a more accurate 
knowledge than they now possess of the 
amount of chapel debts pressing on the 
churches, is necessary to enable them to 
concert such measures es shall be gene- 
rally acceptable and practicable, the 
Committee have requested us to inform 
you, through the medium of this maga- 
zine, that circulars have been sent to 
the Secretaries of all your Associations, 
with the request that they would be so 
kind as to forward them to all the 
churches burdened with debt in their 
respective districts, to be filled up by 
such churches, signed by the pastor and 
deacons, and returned to your Secretaries, 
orif convenient to you, by post, to the 
Rey. C, Stovel, 26, Finsbury Circus. 

As the measures to which the Com- 
mittee have devoted so much time and 
anxious attention chiefly relate to the 
cowntry churches, it is hoped that the Se- 
cretaries will cheerfully undertake the 
trouble which is thus reluctantly imposed 
on them ; and that the churches in debt 
will promptly communicate to them the 
desired information, so that the result 
may be laid before the Committee at 
their next meeting, which will be early 
an November. 

We earnestly request your friendly 
attention to this subject, as early as 
possible, 

Signed on behalf of the Committee. 

J. Tuomas, ; Secretaries 
C. Srovuz, al : 
October 20, 1835. 


DEPUTATION TO AMERICA. 

We are happy to inform our country 
friends, that Drs. Cox and Hoby, the 
deputation to our transatlantic brethren, 
have returned in safety and health. It 
is too late in the month to communicate 
any particulars of the result of their 
visit in the present number. They are 
expected to attend a meeting for prayer 
and thanksgiving to be held by the 
Baptist Ministers of the Metropolis, at 
Henrietta Street Chapel, 
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OUT-DOOR PREACHING. 


The Committee of the Christian In- 
struction Society have, during the past 
summer, fully redeemed their pledge, in 
reference to out-door preaching. 

Forty weekly services have been re- 
gularly conducted in various parts of 
the metropolis and its suburbs, at which 
an average attendance of, at least, 10,000 
persons, weekly, has been secured ; who 
have, in every instance, attended to the 
preaching of the gospel with marked 
attention and decorum. The list of 
preachers, who have conducted these 
services, contains the names of forty- 
seven London ministers, of different de- 
nominations, who have readily afforded 
their cordial co-operation to the Commit- 
tee in this apostolic work. 

The season being now too far ad- 
vanced to allow the continuance of such 
efforts, two courses of public lectures 
have been commenced at Fetter Lane 
and Albion chapels; and arrangements 
are in progress to open different school- 
rooms, and other apartments, in neigh- 
bourhoods where the open air services 
have been conducted, with a view to 
enable the poor to attend during the 
winter. 

We trust that these, and the other 
“benevolent objects of the Christian In- 
struction Society, will receive the liberal 
support of all classes who desire the ex- 
tension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
especially amongst the poor and un- 
taught population of our crowded city. 


URGENT APPEAL OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, 
BARTHOLOMEW STREET, “EXETER. 

In the year 1817, a Baptist church 
was formed, consisting of 58 members, 
assembling in aroom fitted up for religi- 
ous worship in Bartholomew Street, 
Exeter, The Rev. George Baring ‘oc- 
casionally officiated: the congregation 
increasing, he erected the substantial 
and commodious building now occupied 
as the chapel, at the cost of upwards of 
three thousand pounds, which will con- 
tain a congregaticn of about one thou- 
sand persons. The church and congre- 
gation fora period of seventeen years 
was under the pastoral care of the late 
respected and faithful servant of Christ, 
the Rey. John Mason, Mr. Baring 
having granted the chapel to him during 
his lite. The Lord greatly blessed his 
ministry, and the church now consists of 
upwards of two hundred members. 

Tn connexion with the church and con- 
gregation, there is a Sunday-school, in 
which upwards of two hundred children 
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are instructed in the way of eternal life 
by teachers who are principally members 
of the church. Societies have been form- 
edin aid of the Home and Foreign Missions 
of the Denomination; and from this 
church and congregation these objects 
have for many years past received sup- 
port and encouragement. 

In the midst of these cheering pros- 
ieee the supreme Head of the church 

as seen fit to call his servant away from 
the work in which he had so highly ho- 
noured him ; by which event the right 
of further enjoyment of the chapel also 
terminated, leaving this church and con- 
gregation without a pastor, and without 
a place of worship. 

Before this affecting dispensation oc- 
curred, attempts were made to obtain the 
reversionary interest in the property, but 
without success ; upon this event, no time 
was lost in again negociating for it, and 
the chapel, school-house, and the minis- 
ter’s dwelling-house adjoining, have 
been purchased for the sum of one thou- 
sand pounds, and will be forthwith vest- 
ed in trustees, for perpetuating it as a 
place of religious worship for the Bap- 
tist denomination. The deeds are now 
preparing. 

The church and congregation are com- 
posed of the middle classes of society, 
and labouring people ; they are unable 
to raise the whole purchase-money ; 
but, according to the extent of their 
means, have contributed liberally for the 
purpose ; besides having lately paid up- 
wards of £200, for building the school- 
house, which is attached to the chapel, 
and for other extraordinary expenses 
during the lengthened illness of their 
late pastor, they have now subscribed 
and raised £400 towards completing this 
purchase. 

Anxious that the property should not 
be encumbered with a debt, which must 
operate in a great measure to impede 
their efforts for the support of the mi- 
nistry, they have lately made an appeal 
to 300 churches, for a donation of £2 
from each, which, if attended with suc- 
cess, will set them at liberty, soliciting 
the payment of each contribution to one 
of their deacons, Mr. William Davies, 
Allhallows Court, High Street, Exeter 
(by an order through the post office), or 
to Messrs. Hanbury, Bankers, 60, Lom- 
bard-street, London,}<‘ on the joint ac- 
count of Messrs.’ Buxton, Roleston, and 
Davies, with Messrs. Sparkes, General 
Bank, Exeter.” 

The deacons have gratefully to ac- 
knowledge answers and donations to 
their applications, from the following 
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churches: G. Chapman, Dorman’s 
Land; E. Clarke, Truro: C. Busby, 
Crediton; J. Edwards, Clapham; J. 
Edwards, Nottingham; C. Elliot, Mine- 
head ; H. Howell, Chelmsford ; G. Ives, 
Goldhill; T. C. Kean, Pershore; W, 
Matthews, Canterbury; J. May, North 
Curry; J. Philips, Whitechurch; J. 
Simmons, Leicester ; J. Smith, Astwood, 
per H. Tritton, at Hanbury’s ; T. Tho- 
mas, Bampton ; and G. Wright, Beccles. 

As the time for completing the pur- 
chase of the chapel is fast approaching, 
they trust that the other friends who 
have received copies of their appeal, 
will imitate the prompt and generous ex- 
ample of the above named churches, to 
assist them in the hour of pressing ne- 
cessity. 

Edward Buxton, 
Joseph Roleston, Deacons. 
William Davies, 

Should any friends of the Redeemer, 
towhom adirect application has not been 
made in behalf of this case, for the first 
time become acquainted with it, through 
the medium of this statement, and be 
kindly disposed to assist it, we beg to 
state for their satisfaction, that the facts 
of the above case are well known by the 
following ministers, by whom it has been 
earnestly recommended to the benevo- 
lence of the religious public. 

Rev. John Dyer, Secretary to the 
Baptist Missionary Society ; Rey. J. Ed- 
wards, and T. H. Roe, Secretaries to the 
Baptist Home Missionary Society ; Peter 
Anstie, J. Bristow, Dr. Payne, W. S. 
Keall, Exeter; J. Mosely, Trehill; T. 
Winter, Bristol ; John Jackson, Bath; 
Edmund Clarke, Truro; W. H. Coombes, 
Taunton ; T. Horton, Devonport; W.F. 
Burchell, Falmouth ; W. Walton, Trow- 
bridge; E, H. Brewer, Shaldon; J. 
Spasshatt, Redruth ; T. Clarke, Paulton. 


ASSOCIATIONS. 


NORTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

The meeting of this Association took 
place at Broomley, Rowley, and Shotley 
Fields, June 9 and 10. A new Baptist 
chapel having been erected at Broomley, 
it had been resolved to have the opening 
and association services at the same 
time. 

On Monday evening, June 8, assem- 
bled at Hindley ; when Mr. Carr read 
and prayed; and Mr. Sample preached 
from Exod. xxxiii. 14, and concluded 
with prayer. This service closed the 
public worship of God in a dwelling- 
house where it had been conducted for 
near @ century and a half, 
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Re-assembled at Broomley on Tues- 


day morning, for the opening of the | 
chapel; when Mr. Boyd (seceder) read © 


and prayed ; and Mr. Pengilly preached 
from 2 Cor, iv.1,2. The letters from 
the churches were then read, and also 
the circular; and the whole concluded 
by prayer. , : 

Met again in the evening ; when Mr. 
Sample read and prayed; Mr. William- 
son preached from John xvii. 3; and 
Mr. Douglas concluded with prayer. 

Re-assembled at Rowley on Wednes- 
day morning, for holding the Anniver- 
sary of the Auxiliary Missionary Society, 
The report was read by Mr. Pengilly ; 
and the various ministers addressed the 
meeting. <A collection was made in aid 
of the Serampore College. 

Met again in the evening at Shotley 
Fields ; Mr. Tapscott read and prayed ; 
Mr. Carr preached from Jude 24, 25; 
and Mr. Fishet ‘concluded with an ad- 
dress and prayer. 


WESTERN ASSOCIATION. 


The twelfth annual meeting of the 
Western Association was held at Wel- 
lington, on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
the 9th and 10th days of June. Bre- 
thren Pulsford, J. M. Chapman, J. H. 
May, Hockin, and 8, Davis preached, 
The Association comprises 41 churches, 
35 of which have had a clear increase 
during the year of 151 members, 


NORTH ESSEX ASSOCIATION. 


At Halsted, Oct. 8, 1835, a Society 
was formed bearing the above designa- 
tion. The primary object of this Society 
is, the dissemination of evangelical truth 
in the northern division of the county 
of Essex, by supporting stations for 
village preaching, by rendering assistance 
to ministers in their itinerancies, and 
by establishing sabbath-schools in des- 
titute places. In connexion with this 
primary object, the Association will use 
its endeavours to discourage the diffusion 
of Antinomian fenets, to promote an 
efficient ‘‘ ministration of the word” in 
our churches, and to cultivate a liberal 
intercourse with Christians of other 
denominations. 

On the day of the formation of the 
above Society, the Rev. A. Wells, of 
Coggeshall (Indep.), preached a sermon 
from John xvii. 21. The Rev. Messrs, 
Stowe, of Halsted; Steer, of Sible 
Hedingham; Craig, of Bocking; and 


Langford, of Sible Hedingham ; took the | 


other parts of the service. In the 
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evening, at the public meeting, Thomas 
Blyth, Esq., of Langham, was called to 
the chair, The Rev. Messrs. Anderson, 
of Bures; Stowe ; Steer; Ferguson, of 
Finchlingfield; Clark, of Sampford ; 
Clements, of Halsted ; and Mr. Tracey, of 
Witham, took part in conducting the 
business of the meeting. The congre- 
gations were good, and the collections 
encouraging. The presence and cordial 
co-operation of so many respectable 
ministers of the congregational de- 
nomination, added much to the pleasures 
of the day. 

The exertions of the Committee will 
be immediately directed to the main- 
tenance of astation at Bures, where a 
meeting house was built in 1831, and 
where a church has since been formed 
consisting now of 28 members. 

W. Ciements, 


Halsted, Oct, 20. 1835. Secretary. 


ORDINATION. 
NITON, ISLE OF WIGHT. 


On Lord’s day evening, July 19th, 
the Rev. James Smedmore, of Swan- 
age, late a member of Dr. Draper’s 
church at Southampton, and student 
under Dr. Steadman, at Bradford, was 
ordained to the pastorate of the newly- 
formed Baptist church at Niton. The 
Rey. T. Wilcox, of Devonport, com- 
menced the services with reading suit- 
able portions of Scripture, and with 
prayer; and asked the usual questions. 
The ordination prayer was offered up 
by the Rey. William Mursell, sen., of 
Lymington. The venerable William 
Read, of Wellow, the founder of the 
first regular Baptist church in the is- 
land, addressed a faithful and interest- 
ing charge to the pastor and church, 
from i Sam. x. 26, and concluded with 
prayer. Immediately after the ordina- 
tion service, the Lord’s Supper was dis- 
pensed, at which each of the three pas- 
tors assisted, with remarkable unction 
of spirit; Mr, Mursell presiding, The 
congregation was large and attentive, 
for whose increasing numbers a com- 
modious gallery has recently been 
erected, 
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Many of our readers are aware that Mr. Pritchard, the esteemed Secretary of the 
Society, with the Rev. Thomas Morgan, of Birmingham, in consequence of a request 
from the Committee, are absent on a deputation in Ireland. They left Sept. 14th, 
and the object of their mission is, to take a survey of the numerous preaching and 
school stations, and to obtain information with a view of appointing a successor to 
Mr. West, the late highly esteemed Agent of the Society in Dublin. Since their 
departure the following has been received from Mr. Pritchard, which will be an 
appropriate and interesting introduction to the other accounts from Ireland. 


From the Secretary to Mr. Cozens. 


Ballina, Sept. 22, 1835. 
My dear Sir, 

Your intimation, that a letter from 
me, while engaged in my inspection of 
the Society’s operations, would be ac- 
ceptable, must be my apology for thus 
intruding upon you. 

I left home on the 14th instant, and 
reached Birmingham the same evening, 
whence, with my esteemed friend Mr. 
Morgan, I departed the next morning, 
and arrived at Dublin on the merning of 
the 17th. Here we had interviews with 
Mrs. West, Mr. Ford, and several 
friends, After a sojourn of only two 
days we left Dublin by the mail, and ar- 
rived at this place on Saturday the 19th 
instant. 

I am most happy to inform you, that 
we found Mr. Allen and his family in 
comfort. After tea, we thought it 
would not be inconsistent with the pur- 
pose of our mission, if we occupied the 
evening in prayer; we, therefore, all 

-engaged. At the request of Mr. Allen 
I preached the following day, Lord’s-day 
morning; and in the evening Mr. Mor- 
gan preached, and I went with Mr. Allen 
a distance of nearly nine miles, that I 
might have an opportunity of seeing one 
of our stations at a place called Mullifary, 
where I heard our agent M. Mullarky 
preach. I have every reason to believe, 
that he was honest and earnest ; more, 
I fear, than could be said of many who, 
at the same hour, were teaching, in this 
most benighted land, ‘‘for command. 
ments the traditions of men,” There 
were in this Irish cabin, at one corner 
of which the servant of God stood be- 
fore a table, about fifty precious immor- 
tals, listening with an attention which 
might fairly put to the blush many 
of the thousands of our British Israel. 

I forgot to mention that, on the 
morning of the sume day, before the 


more public worship, Mr. Morgan and f£ 
entered a cabin in Ballina, that we 
might witness the manner in which 
another of our agents, A. M., address- 
ed its poor inhabitants. They were 
much fewer in“number than those I 
saw in the evening; but, I believe, we 
were both impressed very favourably with 
the preacher, and departed endeavouring 
to glorify God, who, in this most dreary 
and desolate place, has raised up an in- 
strument possessing gifts adapted to 
such a line of service. In the course of 
the Lord’s-day we saw a number of 
our agents at Mr. Allen’s chapel, a neat 
building, supposed capable of containing 
about 170 hearers. 

Yesterday we visited cur Moyview 
school, about six miles from Ballina; in 
a small cabin we found fifty children ; 
many of their countenances discovered 
much intelligence, and most of them full 
health ; about half of them were fe- 
males. We examined the children our- 
selves; they had no previous knowledge 
of such a visit; and truly gratified was 
I to hear several of the boys (and the 
girls came not a whit behind them) read. 
with an emphasis, cadence, and impres- 
siveness, which would not have dis- 
graced a metropolitan pulpit. We re- 
quested the master to examine them 
upon the plan of Bible class instruction; 
and though we saw that this excellent 
method here is in a very incipient, state, 
we also saw that neither the teacher 
nor the pupils were altogether unac- 
quainted with the process. At the con- 
clusion we spoke to them, prayed with 
them, and as my excellent colleague had 
brought a number of reward medals, he 
presented one to a fine intelligent boy, 
who was recommended by the master as 
the most deserving; and I had, cer- 
tainly, not the less gratification in pre- 
senting one to a sensible and retiring 
female. And though the intrinsic value 
of these gifts was very par they were 
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received with evident satisfaction. We 
remained with them more than two 
hours, and then left. 

To-day we purposed to have visited 
schools and inspectors more remote from 
this town; but it has been a day of al- 
most incessant rain and wind, We ac- 
cordingly changed our plan, left the 
journey for to-morrow, and have oc- 
cupied ourselves in making such in- 
quiries of Mr. Allen as the Committee 
in their instructions have intrusted to 
us; the result of which we hope in due 
time to report. 

On Thursday, the 24th, we hope to 
leave the Ballina district, and proceed 
to Easky and Coolaney, the stations of 
Messrs. Berry and Bates; thence to 
Boyle, and perhaps Sligo; and, it may 
be, spend next Lord’s-day at one of the 
two last mentioned places. 

Gro. Pritcuarp. 


To the CoMMITTEER, 


Dear Brethren, 

Since my last communication, de- 
scribing our union meeting, held at 
Moat, on the 2nd day of August, I 
have been almost constantly engaged 
in travelling, preaching, inspecting the 
schools, expounding the Scriptures, 
and conyersing with the people, and ex- 
horting them to forsake their evil ways, 
and turn to the Lard, 

Immediately after my very excellent 
friend and brother Hardcastle’ left our 
neighbourhood, I returned to mine, 
“like a giant refreshed with new wine,” 
and proceeded to Athlone, where I 
preached at the usual times, and also on 
the following evening. The remainder 
of the week was filled up in visiting the 
following places: Barry, Raharny, Car- 
rig-bay, and Baylin, At each of these, 
as.well as Athlone, I was well attended ; 
the people showed the strongest and 
most lively inclination to hear ; and I 
think that is a strong evidence that 
some good is doing. My visit to Ath- 
lone, to fulfil my promised engagement 
with my friend, was not in vain. I had 
several to hear on that day, and the 
following evening, From thence pro- 
ceeded to Moat, and then home, 

On Saturday I proceeded to Ferbane ; 
my congregation is now increasing, I 
visited one of my old places in the 
county Clare in the week, Returned to 
Ferbane, preaching on my way, and so 
on to Clanshanny, to inspect the school 
there. The following Sunday preached 
at Rahue in the forenoon, and in the 
evening at Kilbeggan, inmy own parlour, 
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to between forty and fifty persons, which 
was wonderful at such a place. On 
my way to the county Longford, I 
received a letter from an old friend to 
resume my visits at Maryborough. I re- 
solved on returning to it; and on my 
way revisited Tullamore and Clonkelly ; 
and on Friday evening preached there. 
Many of my former friends were greatly 
pleased at my return ; we had several to 
hear in the evening, and should have 
had many more, only it was the fair 
evening. Lord’s-day I preached at Ab- 
beylux at ten o’clock in the forenoon, 
four in the afternoon, and a mile out of 
town, at Rahunbrogue, at seven in the 
evening. Monday, went to Dunnagh- 
more, lectured that evening, and preach- 
ed the next evening. Wednesday, pro- 
ceeded to Templemore, could not preack 
that evening. Thursday, to Thurles, 
and preached in the evening. Friday, 
to Clonmel, And Saturday, arrived at 
Waterford. Lord’s-day, preached at 
the Baptist meeting-house, at the usuat 
times in the forenoon and evening. 

J. M‘Carruy. 


To the ComMITTEE, 


é Limerick, Sept. 18. 

Since my return from England I have 
been but very few days at home. I 
have been to many places, preaching 
and inspecting the schools in their ya- 
rious, and some in very distant and op- 
posite, situations. A statement of them, 
with the readers’ journals, I send with 
this. I trust'I do not exaggerate 
when I say, with scarcely an exception, 
they are in a very prosperous condition, 
as to numbers and improvement. 

For your satisfaction, beloved Sirs, 
and for that of their kind supporters, IL 
beg leave, in this, to transmit a more 
particular account of the congregational 
s chools undermyjsuperintendence; which 
might answer as a specimen of the rest, 

Immediately after my last communi- 
cation, | went to Ballycar, where I re- 
peatedly addressed some Roman Catho- 
lics and others, and inspected the Bristol 
school there. There were 220 on the 
roll; 125 present; 49 reading the Tes- 
tament; repeated from memory, this 
quarter, 130 chapters, There was a 
second reading class, which read the 
Scriptures in the Society’s Second Spell- 
ing Book; and the improvement in 
writing and figures was very good. 

In the Seven Oaks school, at Bushypark, 
there are 150 on the list; 138 present ; 
35 reading the Scriptures ; and repeated 


Trish Chronicle. 


168 chapters from memory this quarter. 
Great improyement in every department. 
The master, Charles Ashby, who was 
educated in the school, isa very attentive 
and excellent teacher, and, I believe, a 
pious young man. Several of our scho- 
lars are teachers in other societies. 

In the Keppel Street school, at Croagh, 
there are 202 gn the list ; 74 present; 
35 reading the Scriptures ; and repeated, 
from memory, 197 chapters this quarter. 
The things kindly given by Mrs. and 
the Misses Pritchard were received by 
the children with much gratitude. 

The Cardigan school, at Ennis, is ex- 
ceedingly well taught. There are 65 on 
the list, though greatly opposed; 46 
present; 23 reading, who repeated from 
Memory, this quarter, 155 chapters. 
The master, James Rafferty, was, I was 
most credibly informed, made useful 
lately in the conversion of a Roman 
Catholic: he is also a Sabbath reader ; 
and was formerly a papist himself. I 
found Miss Jane Keene, of Bushypark, a 
very pious young lady, and another 
young woman, teaching the female chil- 
dren useful needlework in the school. 

In the Mary’s Philanthropic; or Mrs. 
Fernie’s school, at Mount Shannon, there 
are 86 on the list; 75 present ; 21 reading 
the Testament, who committed 81 chap- 
ters and 53 psalms to memory this quar- 
ter. When I called to see Mrs. Fernie 
last summer, she kindly gave me a 
sovereign, to dispose of as I thought 
proper among poor children. When I 
saw the nakedness of some, I thought it 
better to buy some cotton, to help to 
shelter them from the cold of the win- 
ter, than give it among them in pence or 
sixpences. 

The Norwich school, at Birr or Parsons- 
town, is also doing well; and the mis- 
tress is a pious and worthy woman. 

On my return from Kilkee, where I 
had been preaching and seeing the 
school at Bog Mount, I proceeded to 
Ballycar and Ennis. When I came 
back, I went to Nenagh on the first 
Saturday of this month, and on the 
next day proceeded to Clough Jordan ; 
baptized a very amiable and pious lady 
from Nenagh. I then preached and 
administered the ordinance of the Lord’s- 
Supper. Went afterwards to Borrisa- 
kane, and gave a lecture. Next day 
examined the school at Bushypark, 
which gave me great satisfaction. 
From thence I went to Kilbarron, to see 
the school there; and returned to Bor- 
risakane. On the following day I took 
the steamer to Williamstown, and went 
to Clonola, county of Galway, that night. 
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Examined the school there; and at 
Mount Shannon next day ; and preached 
at Clonola that night; and had some 
very important conversations with two 
persons, whom I hope well of. 

I went about ten miles next day; but 
could not get on board the steamer for 
Killaloe, because of the storm and rain, 
and violence of the waves. I went to 
Finchley and Croagh ; the school was 
well attended as usual. 

On my return to Limerick, I went to 
Castle Connell, and inspected the school 
there. As I was returning | had a most 
merciful escape from being shot; which 
I can only attribute to the-interposition 
of Divine Providence. A dreadful man, 
drunk enough tv do much mischief, had 
a detonating loaded pistol pointed at my 
side, and his finger on the trigger. In 
trying to escape it, my leg was consider. 
ably hurt; and when the pistol was 
taken away from him, he had a sword 
drawn, with which he made cuts and 
stabs atme. He swore in a most awful 
manner. The Lord’s name be praised 
and thanked for his great kindness in 
preserving me ! 

W. Tuomas. 


To Mr. Barzs. 


Boyle, Sept. 16, 1855. 
Rer. Sir, 

Since I have sent my last journal to 
you, I have employed my time in visit- 
ing my neighbourhood, reading and ex- 
plaining the word of God to as many as 
received me, and [ trust that the Lord 
in his goodness is removing their pre- 
judice very much, for I can read joy in 
their countenance, when I go to read, in 
their houses. If the priests would let 
them alone, they would be very willing 
to hear the word of God, and read it, 
One of them told mea few days ago, 
that he was kept too long from reading 
the Scriptures, by adhering to the priests, 
which he never would do again, for, said 
he, I plainly see that every one is called 
upon to read or hear the word of God. 
I then read several passages to confirm 
him in what he said... A few days ago, 
I read in Matthew Gannon’s house; he 
and his family, and some of his neigh~ 
bours, heard me very attentively. I 
read the 8th of Romans, to show the 
state of all those that believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and then showed 
them what they were to believe: first, 
that they were sinners unable to save 
themselves; and secondly, that ‘‘God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only- 
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begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” dread several other pas- 
sages, to show them how man transgress- 
ed the law of God, and consequently 
forfeited his favour ; and how Christ re- 
stored all his believing people to his fa- 
vour; by his death upon the cross; this 
seemed to have a great effect upon them 
all, and they said that they never would 
be tired of listening to the words of that 
blessed book. Ireadin 8. Rutledge’s 
house ; there were a good many present ; 
I endeavoured to direct their attention to 
the one thing needful, and although 
some of them were Protestants, they 
seemed. to be equally ignorant of the 
word of God; I told the Protestants that 
they had a great deal to answer for, for 
having the word of God in their pos- 
session, and not making good use of it, 
for there was none to forbid them; but 
it was not the case with the Roman Ca- 
tholics, for their clergy would not allow 
them. “Yes,” said one of the Roman Ca- 
tholics, ‘but I can assure you that many 
of them will not be kept any longer from 
reading the Bible, for we partly guess 
the priests’ reason for keeping us from 
it is, lest we should know anything but 
what they would tell us.” I read a good 
many chapters for them, and I was much 
pleased with their attention. I have vi- 
sited a good many of the inhabitants of 
this town, since I returned from my dis- 
trict. I find the people very much in- 
clined to heat me, and I trust the Lord 
is blessing my feeble exertions, for our 
meetings are much better attended than 
they were, and I am sure what I am de- 
ficient in, with respect of enlarging on 
the different passages, our dear friend 
Mr. Jackman does not omit. 
Par. Brenan, 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 
Collected by the Rev. S. Davis. 


Preston 7 4 . 6 3 0 
Lancaster . ; ° Set £28 
Huddersfield, Lockwood, and 

Salendine Nook. : 129. 1650 
Halifax 4 d 5 ~ ASE“ O 
Baceup : g “ bie 20 
York 5 ; F, = PASE 6 
Berwick Z : : «) SSG 
Fordforge . ° 3 2 e+ ONO 
Karealdy - . . A eee a 5) 
Cupar 4 ° . aay OMe 

Received by the Treasurer : 

Remitted by the Rev, S. Da- 

vis, from Dundee . «50 30 10 


One that is a lover of the 
cause of Christ Z I Bh ie 4 
Baptist Home Missionary So- 
ciety, Cupar Fife, by Mr. 
Thomas Greig, Treasurer . 
Friends at Burford, donation, 
by Rev. B.S. Hall . 
Devonport, Morice-square, by 
Mr. W. Rudd = RE a ea 


Collected by Rev. Mr. Peacock : 

A few friends at 
Swavesey ae i 
Friends at Over . 0 
Bluntisham, coll. 6 
1 
x 
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T. Leigh, Esq. — . 
Haddenham, coll. 
Friends at Wilburton 
F. D. Paul, Esq., 

St. Ives . ae | 
Miss Barnes, do. 0 
Mr. Upsher, do. O01 
Mr. Thorpe, do. 0 
Mr. Mann, Cotten- 

ham “ 0 


oO 


13 18 3 
Tewkesbury, remainder of 
Subscriptions, byMissJones 3 6 0 


In compliance with the request of the Committee, referred to in the heading 


of this number of the Chronicle, the deputation proceeded to Ireland, and, hav- 
ing returned, are preparing an Appeal to the supporters and friends of the So- 
ciety, founded upon their personal observation of the present state of its opera- 
tions ; especially in relation to the existing circumstances of the sister Isle. 
This Appeal will be put into circulation as speedily as possible ; and it is sin- 
cerely hoped that it will not prove ineffectual. 
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Subscriptions received by S. Marshall, Esq., 181, High Holborn; Mr. P. Millard, 
Bishopsgate Street ; Messrs. Burls, 56, Lothbury ; Rey. G. Pritchard, 4, York Place, 
Pentonville, gratuitous Secretary; by Messrs, Ladbrokes and Co., Bankers, Bank 
Buildings; by Mr. H. D. Dickie, 13, Bank Street, and Rev. Mr. Innes, Frederick 
Street, Edinburgh ; and P. Brown, Esq., Cardigan, fh 
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